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Your Support Is Urgently Needed!
The past year has been a very challenging time for As We Are, 
seeing two changes of Coordinators, fare welling Melanie and 
Jane, and welcoming Rosie and Susie back also. Our biggest 
threat however is the recent loss of core funding from Nulsen 
Disability Services due to the introduction of the NDIS. These 
changes have meant a year of consolidation and pose a very real 
threat to As We Are’s existence.

But we are extremely hopeful! We have recently met with 
Lotterywest and are starting the process of submitting a 
funding application to ensure this year’s As We Are Art Award 
goes ahead, as well as seeking funding for a feasibility study to 
identify our best path and strategies going forward.  

It does however leave a gap in funds and subsequent operation/
coordination. We know As We Are has a huge and committed 
base of artists & supporters and we would like to take this time 
to ask each of you, if you are able, to help in making a financial 
contribution to As We Are’s crowdfunding campaign to ensure 
its continuation - https://www.gofundme.com/asweare Big or 
small, each donation will make a huge difference.

We will be sure to do our very best in securing a future for As 
We Are and aim to keep you up to date on each step of the way. 
Thank you all from the bottom of our hearts, Rosie & Susie

Rosie Vinicombe Coordinator
M 0429 605 543
E coordinator@asweare.com.au

www.asweare.com.au

www.facebook.com/
AsWeAreArtistsWhoHaveAnIntellectualDisability

https://www.gofundme.com/asweare
mailto:coordinator@asweare.com.au
www.asweare.com.au
www.facebook.com/AsWeAreArtistsWhoHaveAnIntellectualDisability
www.facebook.com/AsWeAreArtistsWhoHaveAnIntellectualDisability
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The introduction of 
the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
has increased the costs to 
service providers to engage 
with the new system.  It is 
estimated that Nulsen has 
had to allocate approximately 
$1.1m in additional operating 
costs to simply have the staff 
and capacity to work with 
the NDIS.  These expenses 
are not funded; therefore 
the Association has had 
to cut expenses in other 
areas to cover these costs; 
unfortunately funding to the 
Creative Arts program which 
includes As We Are was 
severely cut. 

NDIS whilst a great reform 
in concept is directing 
resources away from people 
with disabilities to engaging 
with the bureaucracy, 
consultants and lawyers 
– the irony being that this 
scheme was to improve 
the lives of people with 
disabilities and yet we are 
seeing programs like As We 
Are come under threat that 
have real value to the lives 
and purpose of people with 
disabilities only to see these 
resources squandered on a 
dysfunctional NDIS. 

It would appear that under 
the NDIS, what matters most 

As We Are Funds Severely Cut
By Gordon Trewern, CEO, Nulsen Disability Services

Image: Gordon pictured with award-
winner Belinda Brenzi at the 2019 As 

We Are Art Award
(Photo: Garry Wilcox)

to people with disabilities 
is not important, choice 
and control is definitely an 
illusion for many under the 
NDIS; and for As We Are 
artists this is certainly the 
case.   

Urgency of As We Are’s Situation 
By Patti Ferber, former Creative & Cultural Development 

Manager,  Nulsen Disability Services

At the opening night of the 
2019 As We Are Art Award 
Patti Ferber was invited to 
give the key note address. 
Patti took the opportunity 
to bring people up to speed 
on As We Are’s current 
funding dilemma and the 
risks faced. Here is an 
abridged version of her 
speech ... 

Welcome everyone to the 
16th As We Are Exhibition.  
It is an absolute pleasure to 
be here this evening in the 
presence of so many talented 
and dedicated artists, old 
and new friends.

I would like to acknowledge 
the Custodians of this land 
past and present on which 

we meet tonight and thank 
you for sharing your country 
with us.

My name is Patti Ferber and 
in my role as the Creative 
and Cultural Development 
Coordinator at Nulsen 
Disability Services I was 
involved in As We Are until 
retiring in mid-2016 and I 

Page 2



As We Are Newsletter February 2019

believe this exhibition is one 
of our greatest achievements 
on behalf of all artists who 
have an intellectual disability 
in Western Australia.   

As I gaze at each artwork, I 
see the outcome of so many 
individual, inspired journeys 
but as well as that, I am 
aware that behind each 
piece multiple stories remain 
hidden until artists are asked 
to share them.  

An educated guess would 
most likely uncover a story of 
delay in the start of creative 
practice through lack of 
opportunity and it will very 
probably have taken one or 
more people acting on behalf 
of the artist just to make it 
happen.  Quite often, illness 
or prohibitive schedules will 
have prevented the artist   
from getting out the door of 
her or his home on any given 
day and none of us would be 
here to witness and enjoy 
this event tonight if it weren’t 
for the courage, tenacity 
and passion of the artists 
which creates such a joyful 
atmosphere of generosity of 
spirit and celebration each 
year. 

The goal has always been 
to exhibit in high profile 

public spaces using 
professional artists to install 
and judge the awards and 
over the years the arts 
community and the wider 
community have increasingly 
appreciated and supported 
this.

Outcomes over the years 
have been exciting for both 
artists and their supporters 
and advocates.  Some 
have gone on to hold their 
own solo or small group 
exhibitions in galleries and 
other public spaces and 
have entered into open art 
events locally, interstate and 
overseas. There are also a 
number of private collections 
across Perth and beyond.
Artistic, friendship and 
social networks have 
expanded dramatically and 
we can’t ignore the positive 

impact of supplementary 
incomes from sales, all of 
which contribute to lives well 
lived. 

Sadly, in spite of the 
generous support of Mosaic 
Community Care, the City 
of Perth and elite gallery 
spaces across the City and 
the artists themselves who 
contribute over $3000 
annually through entry 
fees and commission of 
sold work, changes across 
the sector over the recent 
past dictates that Nulsen 
Disability Services is no 
longer able to afford the 
management and financing of  
As We Are.  This event runs 
at a cost of approximately 
$60,000 per annum, at least 
$30,000 of which has been 
met directly by Nulsen each 
year. External funding isn’t 

Image: Patti Ferber (left) giving the key-note address at the 2019 As We Are 
Art Award, pictured here with AUSLAN Interpreter Margaret Cooper (right)

(Photo: Garry Wilcox)
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available through grants 
from various government 
departments because of 
the awards component but 
if we take that away, the 
already rare opportunity 
for recognition of artistic 
achievement is drastically 
reduced.

So, it is now time for state 
and federal governments 
and other not-for-profit and 
for-profit organisations in 
the sector to acknowledge 
the urgency of this situation 
and honour the stated belief 
that the right of respect, 
choice and equal access 
includes artists who have an 
intellectual disability.
  
In a recent letter to the 
Minister for the Department 
of Community Services Mr 
Gordon Trewern, CEO of 
Nulsen invited Mr Dawson 
to the 2018 launch. As 
well, he outlined the costs 
involved and the vulnerable 

position in which AWA finds 
itself. The letter included 
a short history of the 
achievements 250 plus 
artists have made over the 
past 16 years. However, Mr 
Dawson chose to decline the 
invitation which included the 
opportunity to present an 
award tonight.  Mr Dawson 
also chose not to discuss 
the future of AWA and the 
consequences of its closure 
with Mr Trewern. Mr Dawson 
did offer $1000 from the 
government towards the 
costs for 2018, remembering 
that artists contribute 
at least three times this 
annually through entry fees 
and commissions.

“... it is now time 
for state and federal 

governments and 
other not-for-

profit and for-profit 
organisations in the 

sector to acknowledge 
the urgency of this 

situation...”

Getting back to outcomes.  
In my experience artists will 
often have more than one 
positive inspirational story 
to tell when asked about 
how creative practices have 
influenced life experience.  
In an outcomes based 

conversation the question 
needs to be asked of you, the 
artists, what your preferred 
choice would be: developing 
your art practice ‘from home 
via telephone, email or Skype’ 
as argued as reasonable 
by NDIA or taking part in 
community based workshops 
in art centres, studios or 
other dedicated spaces and 
being mentored or taught 
by professional artists. How 
many of us here tonight 
would choose the former? 
Would we prefer to be home 
in front of our screens 
playing a remote, passive 
role in isolation or out 
celebrating another multiple 
success story on behalf of 
artists here tonight?   

And to the artists.  You have 
once again extended all 
our boundaries and given 
us inspiration.  Hold us 
accountable in securing your 
future by continuing to tell 
your stories through your art 
and through voices on your 
behalf.

Share those stories tonight.  
Talk to each other.  Celebrate 
with each other.  Soak in the 
joy and share this exhibition 
with others over the next ten 
days.
Thank you everybody. 
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Visitor comments from the 
exhibition guest book & As 

We Are Facebook page:

“So proud and blown away by all 
the pieces!”

“Fantastic exhibition. So 
wonderful for artists to showcase 
their achivements. So proud omy 

son.”

“Love all the artwork, originality.”

“Fantastic show, well done to 
everyone.”

“Very diverse variety of paintings 
and themes. Each piece is 

beautiful and very unique. 
Beautiful exhibition and all the 
artists should be very proud.”

“Love to attend this. Always  
fantastic evening & venue 

celebrating the talents of these 
amazing artists & musicians.”

“One of my favourite nights of the 
year. An honour to help MC and 
be part of the action. Thank you 
Rosie, Susie and major sponsor 
Nulsen Disability Services. Such 

an important event for the artists, 
their supporters and the wider 

community.

“Such a great night! Beautiful 
art, great atmosphere, well 

done to everyone who helped 
make this event so special and 

congratulations to all the artists.”

“ It would be an absolute shame 
to lose this fabulous event that all 
these talented artists look forward 

to every year!”

It was a pleasure to be 
invited to curate the 2018 
As We Are Art Award. The 
strength and diversity of 
the artworks submitted was 
impressive, and I quickly 
developed a long list of 
favourites - I’m especially 
partial to artworks featuring 
animals, and there was a 
very strong selection of 
these! This made the process 
of arranging the works very 
challenging, but in the best 
possible way. 

Whilst installing the exhibition 
we all received so many 
comments from interested 
visitors to the convention 
centre, who were stopped 
in their tracks and couldn’t 
help but spend time with the 
artworks, choose their own 
favourites and chat with us 
about the exhibition. Such an 
engaged and overwhelmingly 
positive response from the 
public highlighted for me the 
importance of presenting 
the award in a venue that 
encouraged interaction from 

people from all walks of life.

The opening of the exhibition 
was also very inspiring. 
Patti’s opening speech 
brought home the effort and 
resources everyone involved 
put in to make the award 
happen, and the atmosphere 
of pride, support and joy 
was incredible. Sometimes 
- despite so many studies 
that highlight the benefits 
of creativity to mental 
and physical wellbeing - 
working in the arts can be 
coloured by cynicism and 
negativity. Working with 
limited resources, small 
audiences and precarious 
circumstances can make you 
forget what it is about art 
that made you love it in the 
first place. 

The As We Are Art Award 
was a perfect reminder of 
the meaningful difference 
art can actually make in 
people’s lives. I hope next 
year’s award will be just as 
successful. 

Curatorial 
Reflections

By Gemma Watson

Gemma is Curator of 
the Cruthers Collection 
of Women’s Art at the 
Lawrence Wilson Art 
Gallery, University of 
Western Australia. She also 
maintains an independent 
curatorial and publishing 
practice.

Image: Gemma in curatorial action
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Celebrating the 2018 Award & Exhibition
By Rosie Vinicombe, As We Are Coordinator

Images: Garry Wilcox, One Sky Photography

For many years now, up 
until 2017, the As We Are 
Art Award and Exhibition 
was held in the Foyer of 
the Central Park Building in 
Perth. It was a wonderful 
venue that attracted a large 
audience, but as Central 
Park was unavailable for the 
year due to renovations, the 
venue was set to change for 
2018.

This meant that both the As 
We Are Coordinator at the 
time (Jane Davis) and the 
Advisor (Susie Waller) were 
set with the task of finding 
a new venue, a space which 
could accommodate for such 
a large exhibition, as well 
as have suitable wheelchair 
access for all to be able to 
attend the show. 

After much research and 
many inquiries, they finally 
found and settled on a 
new venue that looked like 
it would suit: the Perth 
Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, on Level two in the 
Main Foyer. 

Following this they went 
about applying for a grant 
that would help fund the 
event to happen and they had 
a victory in receiving a grant 
from the City of Perth. 

Then a new Coordinator 
(myself, Rosie Vinicombe) 
came on board. With much 
help from Susie, I was given 
the job of organising it to 
happen, with just less than 
two months to go until the 
opening. We quickly went 
about our mission. We were 
inundated with art entries, 
(many from artists whom had 
exhibited in previous years, 
as well as some from new 
artists). We received a 150 
entries in total.

With the venue change, 
came a few other changes. 
Unlike previous years when 
the artists delivered the 

Image: Artist Martin Cahill (orange 
checkered shirt) pictured with friends 

in front of his artwork ‘Trees’

Image: Artist Jill Wright reciving the 
Contemporary Art Award from Candy 

Kailis, Sponsor Tunbridge Gallery

Image: Participating artist Hannah 
Valenti MC-ing the opening night

artwork to the Victoria Park 
Centre for the Arts to then 
be couriered to the Central 
Park Building, for 2018 
the artwork was delivered 
directly to the Perth 
Exhibition and Convention 
Centre. This made life a little 
easier for us and it also 
saved a little bit of money 
for As We Are and it meant 
that the artists were able to 
see the venue for the show 
before the artworks were 
installed. It’s always good to 

see more of the process of 
how things happen, so as to 
have a better understanding 
of each stage of the process.
Gemma Weston, a renowned 
curator, had the job of 
curating the 2018 exhibition. 
Gemma was happy to take 
some time away from her 
regular day job at the 
Lawrence Wilson Art Galley.

Curating the As We Are show 
was a bit different from 
what Gemma was used to, 
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but it was an enjoyable eye-
opening challenge for her. 
She grouped the artworks 
into categories such as 
animals, plants, landscapes 
and beachy sunsets, 
portraits and also abstract 
works. With five experienced 
volunteers, plus Gemma, 
Susie and myself, we hung 
the show.

There was quite a diversity 
in the style of artworks 
exhibited, all of the artworks 
were presented well and 
the show fitted together 
perfectly in a quirky 
arrangement.

Now it was time for the 
judges - artists David Guhl, 
Amanda Alderson, Sharyn 
Egan and Natalie Scholtz. 
They came and looked and 
spent a substantial amount 
of time choosing the award 
winners. It was a difficult 
process for them, because to 
be honest, all of the artworks 
were winners in their own 
unique way. 

The show was ready to be 
opened and that it did. With a 

Image: Artist Anthony Stanisheff 
reciving a Judge’s High Commendation 
from Meagan Bates, Sponsor Picasso 

Art + Framers

wonderful Welcome to County 
from Olman Walley, whom 
performed a fabulous dance 
and was accompanied by 
Greg Bar while playing the 
didgeridoo. This was followed 
by an informative Keynote 
speech from Patti Ferber 
and then the announcement 
of the awards by the judges 
and the handing over of the 
awards from the sponsors 
to the very chuffed winners. 
This was all tied together 
by our very engaging MC’s, 
participating artist from 
Mixed Palette Inc, Hannah 
Valenti, and former As We 
Are Coordinator, Jane Davis.

It was a very celebratory 
evening and to top it off, 
we had some superb music 
performed by the Nulsen 
music group. Not to mention 
the delicious snacks and a 
constant supply of drinks. 
Artists, friends, family and 
other interested people 
happily wondered through 
the collection of captivating 
artworks. 
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You could easily say there 
were over 250 visitors at the 
opening night and at least 
another 250 visitors to the 
exhibition during the weeks 
it was open. 65 artworks 
were sold throughout the 
exhibition, which is just over 
half of all of the entries. This 
is pretty much on par with 
previous years and totals 
over $8500 in sales. A bunch 
of art cards were also sold 
and the funds raised will 
go towards helping As We 
Are to continue to run this 
important initiative. 

Thank you to each artist, 
volunteer and sponsor who 
was involved and to every 
single person that attended 
the 2018 As We Are Art 
Award and Exhibition. 
All-round it was a very 
successful and enjoyable 
event. Lets hope it continues 
in 2019 and long into the 
distant future for the benefit 
of all to take pleasure in.

Image: Artist Tom-Linden Wood 
pictured in front of his photographic 

entry ‘The Reddening’

Image: Artist Lisa Joyce pictured with 
friend Fiona



Rosalind Lewis Award
Brendan Morris, ‘Rise’, 
chalk pastel, 67 x 97cm

David Guhl Award for
Artistic Excellence

Phillip Ukich, ‘Eye of the 
Storm’, acrylic on canvas, 

45 x 45 cm

People’s Choice Award
Lindy Johnson, ‘Emu (Take 

Me Home)’, acrylic, 
40 x 50cm

Regional Art Award
Harrison Crawford, ‘Modern 
Patterns’, watercolour and 

acrylic, 30 x 40 cm

As We Are Newsletter February 2019

Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Award

Greg Barr, ‘The Plane One’, 
acrylic on canvas, 76 x76 cm

Contemporary Art Award
Jill Wright, ‘Hidden 

Waterfall’, acrylic, 30 x 40cm

Winners of the 2018 As We Are Art Award

Stephen Delower Memorial 
Three-Dimensional Award
Belinda Brenzi, ‘Sensory 

Apron’, textile, 80 x 60 cm
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Judges’ High Commendation Recipients

Kimberley John Smyth, 
‘Spring Has Sprung’, 

watercolour, 30 x 43cm

Hannah Valenti, ‘Dappled 
Elephant’, watercolour on 

board, 25 x 25 cm

Michael Barker, ‘Self 
Portrait’,  crayon on paper, 

50 x 40 cm

Maria Lombardo, ‘Tulips’, 
chalk, 67 x 97 cm

Steven Pratt, ‘Untitled’, 
acrylic on canvas, 30 x 30 cm 

Anthony Stanisheff, 
‘Elizabeth Taylor, chalk pastel 

on paper, 45 x 65 cm

Tim Maley, ‘Forest Fox’,  
pencil on watercolour paper, 

38 x 37cm

Margaret Reimann, ‘High 
Tea’, pen and coloured

pencil, 62 x 45 cm

Amanda White, ‘Creatures By 
the Sea’, crayon on paper, 

90 x 60 cm

Fiona Di Pietro, ‘Trees In 
Autumn’, acrylic, 50 x 60cm
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Online Stories: Near & Far

By Mardi Johnston, Program 
Coordinator

Images supplied by Mixed Palette Inc

Earlier this year Mixed Palette 
Inc. piloted a ten-week online 
arts program for beginner 
artists of all abilities, ‘Online 
Stories: Near and Far’. The 
program was delivered through 
a closed, easy-to-use Facebook 
group, where participants 
received weekly art sessions 
via video; posted ideas and 
images of their artworks; 
and interacted with each 
other, as well as the Program 
Coordinator, Mardi Johnston, 
and Art/Online Coordinator, 
artist Kate Leslie. Participants 
for the online program were 
gathered from the local 
Rockingham, Perth and  South 
West communities. 

At the beginning of the 
program, participants received 
a package of art materials 
and were guided through the 
ten sessions with a weekly 
art project which included 
videos, extension ideas 
and contact with the Arts/
Online coordinator. Face-to-
face support was also made 
available through FaceTime 
with core artists/participants 
from Mixed Palette - Rebecca 
Johnston, Candice Raphael 
and Hannah Valenti. As part 

Image: Participants at the mixed media on wood workshop 
led by artist Sheila Monahan

of the program, these three  
core artists participated in a 
number of short workshops 
to gain the skills needed to 
provide encouragement to 
participants and share their 
creative experiences. While 
their support was not required 
specifically by the online 
participants, these artists 
gained confidence to assist 
in the parallel role-out of a 
series of eight specialist art 
workshops held monthly at 
the Rockingham Arts Centre. 
Developed in consultation with 
Mixed Palette’s core artists 
who have intellectual disability, 
these workshops were open to 
the wider community and were 
facilitated by visual artists 
Catherine Peattie, Sharyn 
Egan and Sheila Monahan. 
The workshops focused on  
Pastels and Paints; Mixed 
Media and Paint Pouring; Arial 
Landscapes; Mark Making; 
Relief Printing; Mixed Media on 
Wood; Creating on Palm Fronds; 
and Portraiture on Wood. The 
theme for the workshops and 
online program centred around 
personal histories and private 
stories. 
The online artists worked from 
their home and posted their 

Image: (above) Northcliffe artist 
Aimee Dickson; (below) Artwork by 

Elizabeth Raphael
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artworks to the Facebook page 
gallery. All participants were 
invited to contribute their work 
for the end of project exhibtion 
and celebration held at the Kent 
Street Deli community work 
space in Rockingham. 

The overall theme ‘Stories 
from Near and Far’ provided 
participants with guidance for 
reflecting their identity and 
history through their work and 
offered those participants with 
intellectual disability an avenue 
for sharing personal memories. 
Participants interacted 
through those memories 
and life experiences, finding 
commonalities in childhood and 
more recent life experiences. 
Having found those similarities 
through their personal life 
experiences, our participants 
were able to share both 
through their conversations 
and their artwork.  

While the online program 
endured a difficult birth, and 
the initial numbers were small, 
it experienced a proud and 
exciting delivery! Mixed Palette 
can see that the program offers 
an opportunity for people to 
respond to their own sense 
of creativity. The feedback 
received from participants 
confirmed its importance. 

The program was rolled out 
with the intention of providing 
the opportunity for members 
of the community who for 
whatever reason couldn’t 
attend an art class, be it 
transport difficulties, health or 
other reasons. We successfully 

produced and provided the 
platform for those members to 
become involved in an inclusive 
and supportive online art 
group. This included the ability 
to connect with each other 
and our arts facilitator, upload 
pictures and comment on each 
other’s work.

Some of the key outcomes of 
the program included:
• Increased self-expression 
and opportunities for personal 
choice for participants, 
including the creative freedom 
to make decisions about their 
own work and where their 
creativity would take them
• Personal and professional 
growth for Volunteer 
Coordinators and supporting 
artists who provided mentoring 
and support to participatns 
throughout the program from
• Establishment of an online 
format for community members 
to access art workshops and 
support each other through 
their involvement in art
• Establishment of a small 
community that actively 
supports each individual and 
their art practice.    

A number of participants of the 
online program have indicated 
that they would like to continue 
with their art and are looking 
forward to participating in 
a future series of online art 
sessions. Mixed Palette aim to 
run a new online program in 
early 2019. If you, or someone 
you know is interested in 
participating, please contact 
Mixed Palette on 0409 378 158  
or mixedpaletteinc@outlook.com 

Image: Candice Raphael attending 
mark making workshop with  

Catherine Peattie

Image: Artists’ Rebecca, Hannah 
& Candice at the ‘Imagine This’ 

exhibition, Rockingham

Image: Artwork by artist Sam 
Huntsman



In 2018 As We Are was proudly supported by:

Upcoming Exhibitions & Art Workshops

CITY OF ROCKINGHAM CASTAWAYS SCULPTURE AWARDS 2019 
The Castaways Sculpture Awards 2019 comprises:

1) Castaways Sculpture Awards Exhibition - entries currently open and close 4pm Monday 
3rd June 2019 

2) Maquette and Small Sculpture Exhibition - entries open 8 July and close 4pm Friday 16 
Augusts 2019.

For more information please visit www.rockigham.wa.gov.au

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SPORT & CULTURAL INDUSTRIES
The Arts U-15k grant program offers up to $15,000 for artists and creative industry 

professionals to deliver a one-off project or a program of activity.
The program supports the development and growth of a vibrant sector that promotes the 

participation and active engagement of Western Australian communities in high quality 
arts and cultural experiences. The three categories are: Aboriginal Arts; Commercial 

Development; and Creative Development. Open submission.
For more information please visit www.dca.wa.gov.au

MIXED PALETTE INC ART WORKSHOPS - ONGOING & SPECIALIST 2019
 Low-cost, inclusive of all abilities

Ongoing: 10am - 12pm every Friday (excluding public holiday and term breaks). 
Specialist: with Artist Marion Luck, $15 conc/$20 waged, 10am - 12pm:

1st March - Semi Abstraction 
5th April - An Expressionistic Approach

Alfred Hines Seaside Home, 1 Hymus Street, Rockingham. 
For more information or to register please contact Evelyn Lim (Coordinator) on

 0409 378 158 or mixedpaletteinc@outlook.com
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Image: Olman Walley and Greg Barr perforrming the Welcome to Country at the opening night of the 2018 As We Are Art 
Award, Perth Convention & Exhibtion Centre (Photo: Garry Wilcox)
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