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Dates and venue set for this 

year’s As We Are Art Award!

NEWSLETTER:  JUNE 2018 NUMBER:  27
Artwork: Hannah Valenti, Self Portrait, 
acrylic on canvas, 75 x 100cm, 2017
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ARTIST PROFILE 

As We Are Patron Diana Warnock 

In this edition we profile the striking 
art work and practice of talented 
artist Anthony Stanisheff 
Image: ‘John Lennon’, ink on paper, 2017
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Times, They Are 

a Changing 
In 2018 we say a fond farewell to 
the colourful and energetic Melanie 
Henderson, and welcome new 
Coordinator Jane Davis aboard. Hello and welcome to all! For those of you 

who don’t know me, my name is Jane. I 
have been involved with As We Are for the 
last 4 years through my role at Nulsen 
Disability Services however this year I 
have taken on the lead role of Coordinator. 
I am very lucky to have the assistance of 
our loyal friend and previous coordinator 
Susie Waller.

I would like to acknowledge the delay in 
the confirmation of this year’s Art Award 
dates and venue ... however I can now 
proudly say we have secured a very well-
known & well-visited venue: the Perth 
Convention and Exhibition Centre! I 
hope this change is welcomed by all and 
enjoyed for the amazing opportunity that 
it provides. See pages 4-5 for details.

Please also read about our featured artist, 
Tony Stanisheff; how Creative Connections 
introduced an exhibition with a difference 
this year; as well as some upcoming art 
exhibitions and  opportunities. 

Enjoy the read, keep creating and I look 
forward to seeing you at the 2018 As We 
Are Art Award and Exhibition opening 
night. 

Jane

Jane Davis  |  Coordinator
E   coordinator@asweare.com.au
P   6253 4700    M  0429 605 543
W  www.asweare.com.au
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Entries for this 

year’s As We Are Art 

Award will open mid-

August, so now is the 

time to get those creative 

energies flowing! Pull out 

those paints, sharpen 

your pencils, fire up the 

kiln and get your camera 

snapping! 2018 is going to 

be another fabulous year, 

as we celebrate our 16th 

annual Art Award.

AUG - SEP 

Pencil it in 

your calendar now, entry 

forms are due 5pm, 

Monday 1st October. 

Please make sure entry 

forms are completed in 

full. This includes your 

bank details, to ensure 

we can pay you on time 

if you sell your artwork!

Artworks are to be 

delivered at a later 

date to be advised. 

OCT 2018

This year’s exhibition 

is being held at the 

Perth Convention and 

Exhibition Centre (21 

Mounts Bay Road, Perth).

The Exhibition Opening 

and Awards Night is 

being held 6 - 8pm, 

Saturday 27th October. 

The exhibition will be 

open to the public from 

Sunday 28th October to 

Thursday 8th November. 

27 OCT 2018

           
       

LET’S GET CREATIVE!
 

       

ENTRY FORMS DUE    
EXHBITION OPENING

AND AWARDS NIGHT           

 

2016 AS WE ARE ART AWARD & EXHIBITION
ENTRY FORM

Entry forms must be received by As We Are 
by 5pm Friday 31 August 2016 and must be 
accompanied by a $10 entry fee. 

Please note incomplete or late entries will  
not be accepted.

Please email or post completed entry forms 
with your entry fee payment to: 

Email: coordinator@asweare.com.au 
Address: As We Are 
PO Box 1135 
Fremantle WA 6959

Please note actual delivery of artworks  
is 10am-12pm Friday 16 September 2016  
at Victoria Park Centre for the Arts,  
12 Kent Street, East Victoria Park. 

Delivery outside this time and date 
unfortunately is unable to be accepted.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IN BLOCK LETTERS

ARTIST DETAILS

First name 

Last name 

Postal address 

Suburb 

State                                        

Postcode 

Phone           

Mobile 

Email 

Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
heritage? (please tick as appropriate)

  Yes    No 

Do you live in regional Western Australia?

  Yes    No 

ORGANISATIONAL CONTACT  
IF RELEVANT

Organisation 

First name 

Last name 

Title/role 

Postal address 

Suburb

State                                        

Postcode

Phone           

Mobile 

Email 

ENTRY DETAILS

Title of artwork 

Dimensions (framed) cm wide x cm high  

x cm deep (if three dimensional work)

Medium/s 
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As you might recall in 
previous correspondence, 
unfortunately our usual 
exhibition venue - Central 
Park Building - are 
undergoing renovations in 
their foyer in the second half 
of this year so we have had to 
find a new location. And after 
a  l...o...n...g search, that we 
have! The Perth Convention 
and Exhibition Centre!  The 
As We Are team are very 
excited with the new venue 
and what opportunities this 
presents for our artists.

We’re currently busy 
preparing Entry Forms, 
Conditions of Entry etc., and 
hope to mail these out to all 
previous entrants by mid-
August. Please see key dates 
on the page opposite  and be 
sure to mark them in your 
diary! Please also keep an 
eye out for updates via our 
website & Facebook page.

Any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Jane via
coordinator@asweare.com.
au or 6253 4700.

NEW, NEW, 
NEW
THE 2018 AS WE ARE ART AWARD HAS A 
NUMBER OF ‘NEWS’ ... NEW VENUE, NEW DATE, 
NEW CATERER ... AND IT DOESN’T STOP THERE!

Images: (above) Janet Lane, The ‘Seven Sisters’ (detail), 
acrylic on canvas, 51x41cm, 2017; (far left) Brett Dusting, 
‘Giraffe’ (detail), acrylic on canvas, 37x47cm, 2017.

ARTWORK DELIVERY

While we are still in the 
process of setting the 

exact location and date for 
delivery of artwork, it will 
most likely be in the week 

commencing the 22nd 
October. We will be sure to 

keep you posted! 
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When I first meet Diana 
Warnock in a café near her 
home in the heart of West 
Perth, I am taken by her 
instant energy, positivity and 
a sense that this lady gets 
things done. I was spot on.

When Diana first 
became patron of 
As We Are back in 
the early 2000s, 
she had just left a 
career in politics, 
where she had 
been an influential 
advocate for women’s rights, 
pro-multicultural and ethnic 
affairs, and, of course, the 
arts. Diana had also worked 
as a journalist with The West 
Australian, and as a radio 
broadcaster with 720 ABC 
Perth, 6PR and 6NR. She is 
also proud of her involvement 
in countless boards and 

being ‘friends of’ a number 
of performing arts bodies 
such as WAPPA, the UWA 
School of Music and the WA 
Symphony Orchestra  just to 
name a few. 

“My aim is to encourage people to get 
involved. Support the arts where you can. 

To create beauty is something we would all 
like to do, so if you can, do it.. Give yourself 

and others pleasure through your gifts.”

Diana is a strong believer 
that art is a crucial part of 
society and it is almost a 
‘crime’ not to support artists 
with a gift and offer them 
the opportunity to practice, 
reach their potential & share 
their talent with others.

When I am welcomed into 
Diana’s home, I am instantly 
amazed, and a little jealous! 

Not a space on the wall, 
tables or benches is without 
a framed piece, sculptures of 
all kinds and sizes, and there 
is even a collection of garden 
pieces including a life size 
piano made from pressed 

tin hanging from a 
tree with a nest and 
crow sculpture inside! 
“Well, it is a lifetime of 
art,” she tells me. At a 
quick estimate there 
was in excess of 150 
pieces on the wall, 
over 50 sculptures & 

over a dozen garden pieces!

It may surprise you that 
Diana refers to herself as 
a clumsy person with no 
artistic, musical or dance 
talent at all! Not through a 
lack of trying; she speaks of 
years of lessons and effort 
and a real disappointment 

GALLERY
MUSEUM
HOME :
PATRON 

DIANA 

WARNOCK
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that she felt she lacked the 
talent of her family. Her 
father could play piano by ear 
and mastered the harmonica 
and slide whistle and her 
sister excelled in music. 
Fortunately, Diana fought 
through her disappointment 
by realising her value as an 
avid and dedicated audience, 
patron and advocate for the 
arts. The extensive collection 
in her home is a true 
testament to her patronage 
of visual art.

She reminisces how she 
purchased her first piece 
of art from a friend in high 
school for 50 shillings, and of 
a piece she purchased from 
a fellow university student 
in her collection. Over the 
years, she has collected 
many pieces from students 
forging their art careers 
and remembers the artists 
fondly, and the stories enrich 
my view of the pieces.

Part of Diana’s collection is a 
number of As We Are pieces 
from artists such as Rebecca 
Johnston, Sam Guest, David 
Brandstater, Warren Wells 
and Katrina Barber. She 
spoke fondly of her ceramic 
dogs from Rebecca, of the 
artistic talents of David 
Guhl and Clive Collender, 
and remarked that she 
really admires their work 
and talents as she does 
other accomplished artists. 

Writer_Jane Davis 

Ph_ Jane Davis

She is a walking example 
of putting the artist before 
the disability, a foundational 
value of AWA.
 
When asked what advice 
she would give to As We Are 
artists, she was very clear 
about the need to just have 
a go. “Just try. You might 
turn out to be hopeless at it 
like me or really quite good. 
And if you are talented you 
will get so much from your 
practice and the recognition 
of your work will be very 
important to you. It is so sad 
to see people with talent not 
have the opportunity to do 
what they are great at.”

Diana found her own talent in 
speaking on issues she was 
passionate about, teaching 
through lectures and making 
others laugh, often at her 
own expense and never 
taking herself too seriously. 
I so admired her balance of 
humility, confidence and a 
sense of obligation to share 
her gifts and knowledge with 
others.

“My aim is to encourage 
people to get involved. 
Support the arts where 
you can. To create beauty 
is something we all would 
like to do, so if you can, do 
it. Give yourself and others 
pleasure through your gifts,” 
were the wise words of our 
patron, Diana Warnock.
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ARTIST PROFILE
Anthony Stanisheff has a strong use of bold black lines and blocks of vivid 
colour in his art work, which largely focuses on animals and portraits of 
famous people.

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself ...
I have been working on 
my art for a long time and 
everybody is happy with my 
work.

When and how did you first 
become interested in art?
I was introduced to art about 
seven years ago by another 
artist from Perth City Farm 
called Jeremy Richards. I 
started attending classes at 

City Farm and when Jeremy 
left City Farm I was referred 
to other places, like the 
Victoria Park Centre for the 
Arts and Garvey Park.

What mediums do you work 

Images: (above and right): Two of Tony’s chalk pastel works, taking inspiration from the bunny and Western 

Australian emblem, the numbat
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         QUICK FIRE QUESTIONS

What’s the best thing about being an artist?
When you have a talent for art, it is great when 
someone buys your pictures, I feel pretty happy 
about it when it happens.

What advice do you have for aspiring artists?
Well if they do art as good as mine, then they should 
be happy and successful.

with? Which is your favourite 
and why?
Mostly I work with chalk 
pastels and sometimes I 
work with ink. I like using 
them because they have the 
right effect when I use them 
and compared to oil pastels, 
they are more effective for 
what I do.

What inspires your art 
practice?
My art is inspired by artists 
in the past, like Van Gogh, 
so I try and do art like Van 
Gogh and other artists from 
the past, I try and do my art 
as good as theirs. I get all of 
my photos that I work from 
off the computer.

Where do you create your 
artwork?
At the studios at the Victoria 
Park Centre for the Arts, 
Garvey Park and DADAA. 
Occasionally if someone gives 
me an assignment, then I will 
do it at home.

How would you describe 
your artwork?
My art is realistic and 
representative, there is 
nothing abstract about my 
art, there is no Jackson 
Pollack style in my art.

Image (right): Tony was the winner 

of the ‘David Guhl Award for 

Artistic Excellence’ in the 2017 As 

We Are Art Award, for his chalk 

pastel piece, ‘Naked Boy Leading 

a Horse’

‘MY ART IS REALISTIC AND 
REPRESENTATIVE, THERE 

IS NOTHING ABSTRACT 
ABOUT MY ART, THERE IS NO 
JACKSON POLLOCK STYLE IN 

MY ART.’
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Writer_ Anthony Stanisheff and 
Rosie Vinicombe

Ph_ Meagan Bates, Scott Collins 
and Rosie Vinicombe

Images: Three of Tony’s striking portraits: 
(top right) ’Portrait of Vivienne Leigh’, ink 
on paper, 2017; (above) ‘Untitled’, chalk 
pastel on paper; (left) ‘Untitled’ chalk 
pastel on paper, 2018
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Writer_ Jane Davis

Ph_Jane Davis

The Town of Victoria Park said 
it was an ambitious project! 
Bring ten artists together, 
with and without disabilities, 
unpaid, undirected, throw 
in six poets, free lunch and 
what do you get? Evidently, 
some inspired art sessions, 
artistic development and 
freedom, and, well, true 
connections between people.

With a generous grant 
from the Town of Victoria 
Park through the Victoria 
Park Art Season program, 
sponsorship from Victoria 
Park Centre for the Arts, 
a material discount from 
Jacksons Drawing Supplies, 
and coordination time from 
Nulsen Disability Services, 
six visual art workshops took 
place in Victoria Park and 
Rockingham leading into an 
exhibition where each artist 
could enter one piece of art 
each. Poets WA donated 
five poet’s time to meet and 
connect with the artists 
and to write a piece for the 
creations which would be 
displayed alongside works at 
the exhibition.
 
And what an exhibition it 
was! A packed out gallery, 
poetry readings to music, 
family and friends seeing 
the amazing art on show, 
great drinks and food and 
even a spot of Kylie Karaoke!  
Artists worked in teams of 
two and were allocated a 

CONNECTING WA ARTISTS & POETS

TRUE 
CONNECTIONS

Above: Participating partners, 
artist Hannah Valenti from Mixed 
Palette, Rockingham, and poet 
Gary Di Piazzi
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“The premise behind the project was not 
for anyone to tutor or be the leader in the 

partnership but for all artists to be on equal 
footing  ...”

poet to write to their works. 
An artist with a disability 
was paired up with an 
artist from the community to 
create together. The premise 
behind the project was not 
for anyone to tutor or be the 
leader in the partnership but 
for all artists to be on equal 
footing in that space; share 
ideas and experiences.

Artists with disabilities 
are almost always placed 
in positions in life where 
they are the students and 
someone is paid to be their 
support, their art partner, 
their tutor, their companion. 
This model is not in question, 
however we wanted to see 
what would happen if there 
was no remuneration involved 
and no support expectations 
on the art partners. What 
evolved was a diverse and 
interesting body of work, 
great friendships between 
people and a hunger from all 
involved to repeat the project 
next year. Some participants 
have even been catching up 
after the workshops and 
exhibition to share time 
together and plan what they 
want to do next. 

The project also had a 
regional element to it and 
two artists and a poet were 
invited to work from their 
studio in Rockingham and 
travel up for the exhibition. 
What was unique about this 

Images:

(Above) 
Participating 
artists David 
Brandstater 
and Jan Mason, 
pictured in 
front of David’s 
mosaic work

(Right) 
Participating 
artists Olivia 
Colja and 
Joel Grant
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team was that one of the poets 
was starting out and was 
assisted by an experienced 
and published poet to write a 
piece to her peers’ artwork. 
So we would like to thank the 
Mixed Palette team for their 
input and dedication to the 
project despite the distance.
 
There are a few elements 
we would change next year, 
such as  an increase of 
coordination time, more 
sessions to allow more 
time to create artwork and 
more time for poets to write 
their pieces. Even so, it is 
my pleasure to say that the 
concept resulted in the very 
thing it was meant to and that 
this experience could lead 
to further opportunities for 
artists with disabilities to sit 
and practice in spaces with 
artists without disabilities, 
be accepted, respected and 
enjoyed on equal footing. 

Thank you to Creative 
Connections and all involved 
who made this happen:
Artists: Nathan Palmer, Joel 
Grant, Claudine Lhost, Asta 
Lander, Jan Mason, David 
Brandstater, Hannah Valenti, 
Olivia Colja, Chris Van Aurich 
and Jackie Croall
Poets: Candice Raphael, 
Ron Oakely, Gary Colombo 
Di Piazzi, Jane Davis, Val 
Neubecker and Carol Carter,
Coordinator:Rosie Vinicombe
Curator: Jacob Ogdon Smith

Below: (top) Participating artists Nathan Palmer 
pictured in front of his artwork, with fellow 
artist Claudine Lhost; (bottom) True Connections 
Coordinator, Rosie Vinicombe
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EXHIBITIONS & OPPORTUNITIES
EXHIBITION OPEN MAY 
26 - JUNE 29 TIM MALEY, 
SPECIMENS. Exhibition open 
10am-5pm Wednesday to Friday 
30th May to 29th June. ‘Meet 
the Artist’ talk 11am-12pm 
Wednesday 20 June. Midland 
Junction Arts Centre, 276 
Great Easter Highway, Midland.

OPPORTUNITY CLOSES 6 JULY 
PERTH ROYAL ART PRIZE. 
Call for entries currently open 
to WA artists for 2D work 
that interprets the theme of 
landscape. Total prize pool 
$23,500. Entries close 4.30pm, 
6 July 2018 with online entry at 
www.entries.perthroyalshow.
com.au For more info please 
visit www.perthroyalshow.com.
au or contact Karen on 6263 
3131 or art@raswa.org.au 

EXHIBITION OPEN JULY 9 
- 15 MATHEW CLARK AND 
JOHN VERJANS, COLOURFUL 
INSIGHTS. Exhibition opening   
night 6-8pm Monday 9th July.  
Exhibition continues until 15th 
July, open Tuesdays to Saturday 
10am - 4pm and Sunday 1-4pm. 
Atwell Gallery, 586 Canning 
Highway Alfred Cove.

ART CLASSES ONGOING ART 
CLASSES FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
WITH DISABILITY. Expressions 
of interest are currently being 
sought by North Metropolitan 
TAFE from young people with 
disability for their Saturday 
morning  art classes in Perth. 
For more info or to register 
please contact Thelma on 
9427 1318 or gallery@nmtafe.
wa.edu.au  

OPPORTUNITY CLOSES 27 
JULY CITY OF MELVILLE ART 
AWARD 2018 Entries open 29 
June and close 27 July 2018 
or after first 250 entries have 
been received. Total prize pool 
$17,000, including for painting, 
drawing/print/mixed media, 
photography and sculpture. For 
more info please go to https://
www.me lv i l l ec i t y. com.au/
things-to-do/museums-arts-
and-culture/art-award-and-
exhibition

OPPORTUNITY CLOSES 
31 JULY 2018 HEATHCOTE 
CULTURAL PRECINCT GALLERY  
EXHIBITION PROPOSAL 2019 
Applications are currently 
open for the HCP Gallery from 
emerging and established 
artists, and curators - including 
solo or group exhibitions.  For 
more info or to apply please 
visit www.heathcotewa.com/
exhibition-application

Janine Noonan, ‘Flowers and Leaves’, acrylic on canvas, 
62 x 50cm, 2017

THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS SPONSORS

Simply put, if it wasn’t for 
our faithful supporters like 
you, we could not provide 
the opportunities we do for 
Western Australian artists 
who have an intellectual 
disability. So a big thank you 
for your generosity!


