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The Colours of Summer
As We Are has a big year planned for 2016! Our 3rd annual 
select exhibition at the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital Art Gallery 
in April, our 6th annual Disability & the Arts Forum on art 
production mid-year, and our 14th annual art award & exhibition 
in October! Wowser! Not to mention our ongoing Newsletter, 
website, Facebook page ... and taking advantage of other exciting 
artist opportunities like Revealed an emerging Aboriginal arist 
exhibition at the Fremantle Arts Centre in April.

To help us undertake these initiatives, As We Are relies on 
the generous support of a large number of individual and 
organisational sponsors. Perhaps you know of a particular 
individual or organisation who may be able to support this 
exciting WA arts initiative? If so, we’d love to hear from you!

In this summer newsletter edition we recap on a number of 
recent As We Are artist successes, including the annual As 
We Are Art Award, the Cervantes Art Festival and Fremantle 
Aboriginal Art Exhibition. We also explore the stunning artwork 
and creative practice of talented artist Jane Ryan. Lastly, 
a number of upcoming art workshop, exhibition and funding 
opportunities are detailed.

Wishing you all a colourful and summery start to 2016, Susie

Image: Artist Jane Ryan creating a textile piece in her art studio 
(Photo: Julie Van Oosten)
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Celebrating the 
2015 Award & 

Exhibition

By Susie Waller,

As We Are Coordinator

Each year after the annual 
As We Are Art Award the 
Coordinator and her team 
reflect on the strengths 
and weaknesses of the 
exhibition, aiming to identify 
ways to build on previous 
years’ successes... 

In 2015 there was a similar 
number of entrants to last 
year, 144; it is interesting to 
note that approximately one 
third of these entrants were 
first-timers.

While we were quite sad to 
limit the number of entries to 
one per person this year, the 
lower number of works, we 
felt, presented much better 
in the space.

Of the 144 works exhibited 
48 were sold - approximately 
34% of all works - raising 
almost $9,000 in sales.  This 
sales amount is about 25% 
less than last years. I believe 
this decrease is response 
to the lower number of 
artworks exhibited (we had 
240 works in 2014) as well 
as works being lower priced.  
As we have done previously, 
next year I hope to have a 
professional artist on hand 
to assist with appropriate 
pricing of works.

Congratulations to Brooke 
Mathew who won the 
People’s Choice Award for 
her stunning watercolour 
on paper work, ‘Blue Irises’ 
(you can see a picture 
of her work on page 5).  
Congratulations also to 
those artists who came a 
very close second: Sandra 
Vantilborg ‘Then and Now’, 
Martin Cahill ‘Untitled,’ and 
Chris Reynolds ‘Fireworks in 
the City’.  

This year we received 
entries from 8 Aboriginal 
& Torres Strait Islander 

Image: 2016 As We Are Art Award & Exhibition, 
Cental Park Building Foyer

Image: Artist Lynn Newport 
proudly in front of her artwork, 
‘Running Infusion,’ mixed media 

on canvas

Image: The amazingness that 
is Sandra Krempl (right), MC 
extraordinaire, and Margaret 

Cooper (left), Auslan Interpreter

artists, slightly down from 
10 last year. There was also 
a decrease in the number 
of regional entrants in 2015 
from 23 in 2015 to 9 this 
year. There are whispers 
of introducing an award 
specifically for regional 
artists so as to encourage 
entries from regional, 

remote and rural WA artists. 
A fantastic idea proposed 
by Wanda Ariano from Art 
Partners in Bunbury! Wanda 
and I will be exploring this 
opportunity early 2016 and 
will be sure to keep you 
posted on the outcome.

As much as I’d love to say 
the entry forms were all filled 
out correctly, there were still 
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quite a number missing bits 
of information, in particular 
the bank details for sales 
payments.  I can certainly 
understand the hesitation in 
providing these, given you 
may not sell your artwork, 
but the reality is chasing 
up bank details for more 
than 50% of the artists who 
have sold works is very time 
consuming and unfortunately 
results in a delay in the 
payment to all artists who 
have sold their works.

The number of 2D artworks 
requiring re-hanging was 
low, which was great; it 
certainly saved staff a lot 
of time and resources. We 
did however receive some 
works in plastic frames with 
either stands or very small 
hooks on the back which are 
not suitable for hanging the 
works in the exhibition so 
we certainly discourage this 
in 2016.  If you need help 
locating appropriate frames/
framers please do not 
hesitate to get in contact.

Setting up the exhibition  
went very smoothly, 

Image: The band Razzle Dazzle 
bedazzling attendees at the 

opening night

Image: Judges David Giles (left) 
and David Guhl (right) enjoying the 

presentation of awards

especially given the team 
have such a short time in 
which to set the exhibition 
up.  Led by calm-and-
collected Curator Joanna 
Wakefield, we had a team of 
eight very conscientious and 
passionate workers.

Similarly to the last three 
years, we received many 
positive comments about the 
exhibition venue, the Central 
Park Building Foyer.  We 
hope to stage the exhibition 
there again in 2016.  

The exhibition opening 
night was very certainly 
our biggest to date!  We 
estimated that more 
than 300 people were in 
attendance!  And I have to 
say it was really wonderful 
to see so many of the 
participating artists attend.  
If you haven’t made it to 
an opening yet, I cannot 
recommend it highly enough!  
The evening was MC’d by the 
amazing Sandra; with Aunty 
Janet Hayden providing a 
very heartfelt Welcome to 
Country. Artist and Urban 
Designer Peteris Ciemitis 

Comments from visitors in 
the exhibition guest book:

“Such amazing talent - 
you should be so proud of 

yourselves.”

“Great to see the work up, 
looking great, and being 

appreciated by the 
community. Art is in all of us.”

“Absolutely beautiful work – 
never ceases to amaze!”

“Amazing work.  People with 
talent.  Highly appreciated.”

“Wonderful range – gets
better every year.”

“Awesome! You are doing 
God’s work.  So very 

delighted!”

“Loved the exhibition.”

“Great range of styles and 
some very beautiful works.”

“Awesome artwork!  Very 
impressive!”
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Comments from visitors 
received by email:

“I am writing to congratulate you 
and your team for the excellent art 
exhibition and opening. … it is an 
outstanding work and we can see 
that the progress of the artists that 

we have known is amazing.”

“… a great exhibition and as with 
previous years you can see the 

development of the artists in terms 
of their style and imagination.  It 
was a great turn out, and looked 
to me to be a larger crowd than 

last year.  ... (the) team at As We 
Are need to be congratulated on 

pulling together another excellent 
exhibition showcasing artists with 

intellectual disabilities.”

“Thanks for a fantastic evening 
last night. I was really impressed 

with the artists’ work – it made me 
quite envious of their considerable 

talent!”

“Congratulations on producing 
such a fantastic Art Exhibition. 

What an amazing outlet for people 
with intellectual disabilities to 
display their talents. Excellent 

venue and beautifully displayed 
works. What a lot of exposure the 
works of art would have received 

at this venue. This polished 
performance really enhances the 

image of people with an intellectual 
disability showing that they are 

artists in their own right. Some of 
whom have a message to share. 
Or to share their enjoyment of 
producing a pleasing piece of 

art. For (my son) this is the only 
tangible thing that he produces 

and he so enjoys it. From one very 
proud mum.”

Image: A visitor enjoying the 
artworks 

Image: Attendees on opening night eagerly awaiting the 
announcement of award winners!

provided a warm address 
and officially opened the 
exhibition.

Our four judges - David 
Guhl, Rebecca Baumann, 
David Giles and Carly Lane 
- did a most wonderful job 
of selecting the 5 award 
winners and 11 high 
commendation recipients.  
Each bringing their own 
unique art experience and 
interpretation, ensuring the 
awards are kept fresh and 
independent!

Each year As We Are likes 
to showcase local musicians 
on the opening night, in 
particular artists associated 
with the Award. This year we 
had the pleasure of hearing 
music from ‘Razzle Dazzle’.

Lastly I would like to extend 
the biggest of thanks 
to the ongoing support 
of volunteers from the 
Homebuyers Centre, Nulsen 
Disability Services as well 
as participating artists and 
their families who staffed the 

exhibition, and to those who 
helped setup & pack down 
the exhibition, and helped out 
on the opening night. A big 
thank you also to our many 
supportive sponsors! There 
are too many volunteer and 
sponsor names to list here 
but you know who you are, so 
thank you! 

 * * *
If you have any comments on 
the 2015 As We Are Award 
or perhaps an idea of how 
we can improve it in 2016 - 
on anything from the entry 
process to the exhibition - 
we would love to hear from 
you: coordinator@asweare.
com.au or 0410 373 854.

Photographs: Allan Waller 
and Susie Waller



While all of our 144 entrants are winners in As We Are’s eyes - putting in their time and 
energy to create such inspiring artworks - it is an art competition and as such there are a 

number of artworks that are selected by our judging panel for their artistic excellence. 
In 2015, we had six award winners and a further eleven artists who received the Judge’s 

High Commendation. Just in case you missed seeing them at the 
exhibition or would love to view them again, here they are for your enjoyment ...

Rosalind Lewis Award
Clive Collender, ‘Animals,’ 

drawing on wood

Stephen Delower Memorial 
3-Dimensional Award
Aimee Dickson, ‘Get 

Together,’ acrylic paint on 
superwood and gourd

People’s Choice Award (as 
well as recipient of the 

Judges’ High Commendation)
Brooke Mathew, ‘Blue 
Irises,’ watercolour on 

paper

David Guhl Award for 
Artistic Excellence

Katrina Barber, ‘Glow 
Series,’ ink on Perspex with 

LED strip backlighting

As We Are Newsletter February 2016

Page 5 

Nulsen Reconciliation Action 
Plan Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander Award
Mandy White,’ Rooster 

Dancing,’ acrylic on canvas

Aurenda Art Award
Greg Barr, ‘The Cave,’ 

acrylic on canvas

Winners of the 2015 As We Are Art Award
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Judges’ High Commendation Recipients

John Verjans, ‘Our Big 
Land,’ acrylic on canvas

Joshua Bott, ‘ Self Portrait,’ 
texta on watercolour paper

Josh Harper, ‘We Nicked the 
Car and Speeded: An Instal-
lation’ (detail), mixed media

Susan Beardsmore, ‘Garden 
Work,’ acrylic

Martin Cahill, ‘Untitled,’ 
acrylic on paper

Trisha Burke ‘ Bowl,’ pottery

Claire Emmerson, ‘Looking 
Out,’ watercolour and ink

Kristen Cameron, ‘Untitled,’ 
acrylic and chalk pastel on 

canvas

Paul Mitchell, ‘Rocks at Point 
Peron,’ oil

John Holland, ‘Purple Me,’ 
acrylic on canvas
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Creative Connections 
recently hosted their 
inaugural ‘Master Steps’ 
program, inviting six 
established Western 
Australian artists who 
have an intellectual and/
or multiple disabilities in a 
6-month long art immersion.

Coordinated by Meagan 
Bates, and mentored 
by artists Kate Leslie 
and Natalie Scholtz, the 
immersive experience 
included weekly art 
workshops, visits to local 
exhibitions and artist talks. 
Each of the participants 
were partnered with an 
ongoing creative assistant.

The six artists chosen to 
participate in the program 
were selected based on their 
previous art experience, and 
were drawn from Nulsen 
Disability Services, Ability 
Centre and the Disability 
Services Commission - key 
partners of the program. 

The 6 lucky artists included: 
Clinton Carter, Vicki-Lee 
Devenish, Delores Purdie, 
Jeremy Gowing, Joel Grant 
and Bonnie Wilkinson.

In addition to extending 
the artistic practice of 
participants, one of the key 
aims and outcomes of the 
program was increasing 
access to and integration of 
the artists to the mainstream 
art world.

Jeremy Gowing, ‘Churth,’ 2015, 
print and acrylic on paper

Bonnie Wilkinson, ‘Portrait,’ 2015, 
acrylic and posca on canvas

Clinton Carter, ‘Blue,’ 2015, 
watercolour, posca and oil pastel 

on paper

Vicki-Lee Devenish, ‘Dancing 
Thriller,’ 2015, riso print and 

posca on paper

Joel Grant, ‘Untitled 5,’ 2015, acrylic and posca on 
canvas

Delores Purdie, ‘Untitled 1,’ 2015, 
watercolour and gouache on 

paper

Master 
Steps

The Master Steps 
program culminated in the 
establishment of the ‘Devil’s 
Birthday Artist Collective,’ 
and a group exhibition, ‘The 
Devils Birthday,’ held 14-
18 December 2015 at the 
Victoria Park Centre for the 
Arts.

If you would like to view 
more artworks of the Dev-
il’s Birthday Art Collective 
please visit their Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.
com/Devils-birthday-art-col-
lective-1021545297889588/  
or Instagram account 
https://www.instagram.
com/devils_birthday_art_
collective/
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Jane Ryan is a visual 
artist based in Western 
Australia. Her practice 
incorporates a plethora 
of mediums and forms 
including painting, 
sculpture, photography, 
print making, weaving 
and coiling often using 
recycled and found 
materials...

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself:
I like painting and weaving
I used to live in New 
Zealand, moved with my 
Mother and Father to 
Australia, to live next door 
to Clare my sister
Like to go out on the 
weekends, love football, love 
the Dockers the most

When and how did you first 
become interested in art?
Saw it on TV in Australia, 
thought about art, thought 
about brother an artist

I first started at DADAA

What mediums do you 
work with? Which is your 
favourite and why?
Paint and fibre, both my 
favourites, I feel like doing 
things
Paint, like to think of 
pictures and make them
Fibre, like the touch, fibre 
leads the art

What inspires your art 
practice?
I like to remember, happy 
memories from growing up
Like Mother, Father and 
Aunty Margaret
Houses, shops, milk bars
I feel like it
About buildings and 
landscapes
It’s about New Zealand
The last holiday in 2015 and 
long ago
Takes me back a wee bit to 
when I used to live there

Where do you create your 
artwork?

Page 8

Artist 
Profile: 

Jane Ryan

‘Dad’s Jumper,’ stretched 
wool jumper, hoop and yarn, 

17 x 17cm

‘Irish Green,’ acrylic on 
canvas, 60 x 60cm
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In the garden, in the studio
The art centre, the shed 
near the beach, it’s 
disappeared
Lounge rooms, DADAA

How would you describe 
your artistic style?
Beautiful and I love it so 
much
So colourful, love colours
Sky and earth, why I do 
paintings, marvellous

What’s the best thing about 
being an artist?
My ideas
I like making things, people 
can see them and selling 
things, I sold very good 
actually
I felt important, sharing the 
art

What advice do you have 
for aspiring artists?
Go for it
Take your time with it, smile 
a wee bit 
Think about what you 
does, think about what you 
painting
Be smart, go for colours, 
orange, blue and green 
Then just paint, that’s all, 
just paint

 * * *

Many thanks to the 
delightful Jane Ryan, Clare 
Cranny and Sarah Wilkinson 
for providing this edition’s 
Artist Profile. Thanks also 
to photographer Julie Van 
Oosten for the images of 
Jane’s stunning artwork.

‘Tower,’ raffia and yarn, 
45 x 15 x 15cm

‘Australian Sunlight,’ 
acrylic and coiled yarn on 

canvas, 25 x 30cm

‘A Moon,’ acrylic on canvas, 
25 x 35cm

‘New Zealand Mountains,’ 
hessian, wire and yarn, 

45 x 30cm

‘A Tree,’ acrylic on canvas, 
60 x 100cm

‘Fire Ball,’ acrylic on canvas, 
25 x 30cm
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As We Are Artists Inspire 
at Cervantes Art Festival

by Susie Waller

Photographs by Dianne Knight (left) 
and Susie Waller (below)

In the middle of last year I 
received an invitation from 
the Cervantes Cultural 
Committee to coordinate a 
number of artworks from 
As We Are artists to be 
exhibited in their annual 
Festival of Art.  Each year 
the Committee aims to 
feature a small collection 
of an invited artist/s work 
in their annual art and 
photography exhibition to 
inspire entrants. One of the 
Committee members, Dianne 
Knight had seen As We Are’s 
exhibition ‘wholeheARTed’ 
at the Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital Art Gallery in March 
2014 and it had caught 
her attention!  There was 
certainly no hesitation from 
myself on behalf of the As We 

Are artists in saying yes to 
this opportunity!  

I made contact with a 
number of artists both in 
Perth and regional WA, 
trying to locate artists 
working in varying media (i.e. 
photography, watercolour, 
acrylic etc) and whom I 
knew to have work ready and 
professionally displayed.

A big thanks to participating 
artists (as well as their 
supporters): Greg Barr, 
Cameron Dermer, Samuel 
Everitt, Keon Hall, Jane 
Ryan and John Verjans.  
And a big congratulations 
also to Greg whose artwork 
was purchased by Shire of 
Dandaragan.

The exhibition was held at 
the Cervantes Recreation 
Centre from 23 October to 1 
November 2015.

The Cervantes Art Festival 
has been an annual event 
since 2003, attracting 
entries from across WA, so 
be sure to look out for this 
exhibition opportunity in 
2016!

On behalf of As We Are, a 
hearty thanks to Dianne and 
the rest of the Cervantes 
Cultural Committee for the 
opportunity to show off the 
talent of As We Are artists!

Cameron Dermer, ‘Witch in 
Cauldron,’ pencil and acrylic on 

paper

Greg Barr, ‘Untitled,’ acrylic and 
posca pen on canvas

Samuel Everitt, ‘A Little Ray of 
Sunshine,’ photograph
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Aboriginal Art Exhibition in Celebration of 
International Day of People with Disability

In November of last year, the 
City of Fremantle contacted 
As We Are inviting some 
of our Aboriginal artists 
to display artworks in an 
exhibition by Aboriginal 
artists with disability. Artists 
Amanda White, Brooke 
Mathew and Greg Barr 
submitted five works in total 
for exhibition and sale.  
The exhibition was in 
celebration of International 
Day of People with Disability 

and was held at their 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural 
Centre in Fremantle.  The 
participating artists were 
also invited down for a 
morning tea and to meet 
visitors and discuss their 
works.

Positive feedback was 
received about the exhibition, 
and As We Are was contacted 
by staff at the Fremantle 
Arts Centre for artist 

involvement in an exhibition 
for emerging Aboriginal 
artists - very exciting!

International Day for People 
with Disability is a United 
Nations sanctioned day that 
is celebrated internationally 
and held each year on the 
3rd December. It aims 
to increase community 
awareness, understanding 
and acceptance of people 
with disability and celebrate 

the achievements and 
contributions of people with 
disability.

The Federal Government 
provides funds to promote 
and raise awareness of the 
day around Australia.  For 
further information on how 
individuals or organisations 
can get involved, for example 
by hosting your own event, 
please visit their website 
www.idpwd.com.au

Greg Barr, ‘Maltesers,’ acrylic on 
canvas

Amanda White ‘The Little People,’ 
acrylic and texta on canvas

Brooke Mathew ‘Tropical Parrot,’ 
acrylic on canvas

Greg Barr, ‘Untitled,’ mixed media 
on canvas

Amanda White, ‘Dreaming of Lost 
People,’ acrylic & texta on canvas



Upcoming Art Workshops & Funding
Pottery Classes for All Abilities

Art mentor Tricia Coffey is running weekly pottery classes for all abilities, including people 
who have an intellectual disability (young adults and aged upwards).

Cost: $9 per session (this includes clay, glazes and firing) plus $3 amenity fee (this covers 
coffee, tea etc), a light morning tea is also provided

When: 9.30am - 12pm, Fridays
Where: The Pottery Barn, Edenvale Complex, Pinjarra

For further information please contact Tricia on 9530 1012 or patricianpark@bigpond.com

Warehouse Gallery - Applications for Exhibitions Now Open
Nestled within The Warehouse Café in Shenton Park, the Warehouse Gallery is an 

inclusive gallery space that aims to provide a genuine opportunity for emerging artists 
experiencing disadvantage to be part of the professional art scene.

For more information, and to download an application form or terms and conditions, 
please visit www.unitingcarewest.org.au/services/warehousegallery

Nexus Arts Grant - DADAA, Open 25 January, closes 14 March 2016
DADAA’s Nexus Arts Grant is for artists with disability aged between 16 and 25. The grant 

has three categories: $2,000 for small Kickstart projects, $5,000 and $10,00 for more 
medium and large projects. For a copy of the information booklet and application form 

please visit http://www.dadaa.org.au

Catalyst Community Arts Fund - Closing 30 March 2016
Do you have a great idea for a community art project?  The Community Arts Network 

(CAN) is currently calling for applications for their March round of the Catalyst Community 
Arts Fund, for projects commencing after 1 July 2016.  For more information please 

contact the Funding Manager on 9226 2422 or to download a copy of the guidelines and 
an application form please visit http://www.canwa.com.au/doing/catalyst/

Susie Waller Coordinator
M 0410 373 854
E coordinator@asweare.com.au

Contact Us
www.asweare.com.au

www.facebook.com/
AsWeAreArtistsWhoHaveAnIntellectualDisability
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Keon Hall, ‘Forrested Way,’ 2014, mixed media, 55 x 55 cm


