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&  

 

Invites you to attend the 4th 

Disability and the Arts Forum 

“Inspire, Document, Reproduce & 
Exhibit: Elevating the Artistic 

Practice of Artists Who Have an 
Intellectual Disability” 

When: 9.45am registration, 10.00am–2.30pm,  
Monday 24th June 2013  

	  

Where: Perth City Farm, 1 City Farm Place, East Perth  
	  

Cost: $10 Artist who has an intellectual disability; $25 Individual or 
Community Member; $50 Organisational Staff Member  

(Morning tea and lunch included) 
 

As We Are invites artists who have an intellectual disability, and arts workers, 
administrators, family members and friends supporting these artists to attend the 

4th Disability and the Arts Forum to hear: 
• Kate Leslie: Artist and Arts Workers, Nulsen Association – Artistic 

Inspiration: Creative Ways to Inspire One’s Artistic Practice 
• Louise Lodge: Artist, Arts Worker and Curator – Beyond Creation: How to 

Successfully Document and Present Art Work 
• David Giles, Artist and Gallery Owner – Identifying and Securing 

Exhibition Opportunities: Exhibiting Art Work in Art Awards, Solo & 
Group Shows and Alternate Exhibition Spaces 

• Aimee Dickson, Artist; Fiona Dickson, Mother of Artist; and Yael Harris, 
Arts Worker – Making Reproductions of Art Works 

• Katrina Barber – Julianne Ryan; Karen Forbes-Smith – Michele Urlich; 
Delores Purdie – Liz Juraszek– Art Partnerships: Dynamic Artist—Arts 
Mentor Relationships, including Q & A Panel Discussion 

Please forward completed registration forms to As We Are Coordinator, Susie Waller by 4.30pm 
Monday 17th June via email coordinator@asweare.com.au or post PO Box 1135 Fremantle WA 6959    

Art	  work:	  Lisa	  Joyce,	  Untitled	  #1,	  acrylic	  monoprint	  on	  
paper	  (2012	  As	  We	  Are	  Art	  Award	  entry)	  



	  

	  

About the Presentations and Speakers 
Kate Leslie 

Artistic Inspiration: Creative Ways to Inspire One’s Artistic Practice  
Successful multi-media Artist, Kate Leslie, will share her extensive knowledge and experience 
about how to creatively inspire and stay inspired within one's art practice.  Kate will talk about 
a range of effective strategies including: visual diaries, what they are and innovative ways to 
maximise their use; how to bring art into the everyday, for example by attending art openings, 
artists' talks and art groups; and creative experimentation, that is experimenting with different 
art mediums and techniques within one's own art practice. 

Kate Leslie is a practicing multi media artist, her main discipline being painting. She is 
passionate about the elevation of disability through art and currently works as an arts worker 
for Nulsen, operating out of Perth City Farm and the Victoria Park Centre for the Arts.  Kate 
has recently started coordinating the Children’s As We Are, exploring art workshop and 
exhibition opportunities for WA children and youth who have an intellectual disability. Through 
this she is hoping to connect with the younger generation and create platforms to expand their 
access to creativity and to cement and further their artistic development. 
 

Louise Lodge 
Beyond Creation: How to Successfully Document and Present Art Work  

Are you ready to step out from your studio into the art world?  Being a successful artist not 
only involves creating engaging art work, it also requires the professional documentation and 
presentation of one’s art work.  Building on her wealth of experience in the contemporary art 
world, Artist and long-standing As We Are Curator, Louise Lodge will discuss the importance 
of and how to professionally document art work, including photographic documentation, and  
present art work, including the development of an artist portfolio. 
 
Louise Lodge has extensive experience in documenting and presenting art works, drawn 
from her many years of being involved in all levels of art production: as a practicing Artist, 
Curator and also from previously owning an art framing business.  Louise is also currently an 
Arts Worker for Nulsen, working with a number of artists who have an intellectual disability 
and curating the annual As We Are Art Award exhibition.  Louise studied art at the James 
Street Technical School and Curtin University, and has a particular passion for developing art 
work which incorporates her unique expression of the southern wilderness environment.   

 
David Giles 

Identifying and Securing Exhibition Opportunities: Exhibiting Art Work in Art 
Awards, Solo & Group Shows, and Alternate Exhibition Spaces 

After developing a body of art work, the goal of most artists is to exhibit their art work.  
Drawing on an extensive career as a successful Artist and Gallery Owner, David will share his 
knowledge and experience in how and where to successfully exhibit one’s art work.  David will 
talk about how to find and enter art awards and how to go about having a solo or group 
exhibition in an art gallery and other non-art exhibition spaces such as local café’s and 
restaurants.  David will also discuss alternate opportunities to sell one’s art work such as artist 
stalls, markets and art gift stores. 
 
Winner of 20 art awards, David Giles has 42 solo exhibitions to his name and has exhibited in 
New York, Paris, Singapore, Bali, UK, Sydney, Melbourne and throughout WA.  David is a 
painter whose work is an exploration and expression of the mystical and the spiritual; for 
David painting is a way to express unconscious inner processes.  David established the 
‘David Giles Art Studios’—a studio and art gallery located in Fremantle—to provide an outlet 
for his own art work and other artists from the ‘Freedom School’ group. 



	  

	  

About the Presentations and Speakers 
Aimee Dickson, Fiona Dickson and Yael Harris 

Making Reproductions of Art Works 
Wanting to explore ways to reproduce art work so that it can be enjoyed by more people and 
you can make some extra income, but not sure how? Artist Aimee Dickson and her Mother 
and Business Manager, will share with you the ways Aimee has successfully reproduced 
many of her inspiring illustrative art works, including through limited edition-prints, cards and 
calendars.   
 
21 year old Aimee Dickson has a love of art which has grown into her own art business 
venture called ArtIMEE.  Aimee is diagnosed with Autism and an intellectual disability who is 
mostly non-verbal and has extreme sensitivity to loud noises and music.  While Aimee’s 
autism has presented her with many challenges in life, it has also given her the gift of unique 
vision and a quirky art style.  
 
Fiona Dickson has been married for 29 years and has two lovely daughters: Tamara living in 
Perth and who has recently completed a Bachelor of Psychology and Aimee, living with her 
and her husband in Northcliffe.  For the past 15 years Fiona and her husband have had their 
own mechanical business in Northcliffe and have incorporated Aimee's office/workspace in 
there as well.  Fiona and her husband will do anything to support their two daughters and to 
make them be the best that they can be. 
 
Yael Harris is a Creative Mentor based in Balingup, WA.  With more than 20 years 
experience in Artist Management, Public Relations and Marketing, Yael has, in recent years, 
turned her attention and passions to working with artists with disabilities.  Her main focus with 
her clients is building up of their artistic and personal confidence and helping to create 
opportunities for them in the market place. 
 

Katrina Barber – Julianne Ryan, Karen Forbes-Smith – Michele Urlich, and 
Delores Purdie – Liz Juraszek 

Art Partnerships: Dynamic Artist—Arts Mentor Relationships 
Working in an art partnership can bring joy and also frustration for both the artist and the art 
mentor.  Here three experienced art mentors will share their experience of working in an art 
partnership and, with permission, the experience of their artist partners.  Each of these art 
mentors works with artists of various intellectual disability and in a range of different art 
mediums and techniques.  They will share the insights they have learned, challenges faced 
and ways forward in their art partnerships. 

 
Katrina Barber is an emerging artist who has sold and exhibited works in Rockingham and 
Perth and was the winner of the 3D Award in the 2012 As We Are Art Award.  Katrina is deaf 
and as she uses only a small number of key word signs, art has become an important way for 
her to communicate her thoughts, feelings and ideas to others.  Katrina works with a variety of 
techniques including acrylics, textiles, watercolour and wire and is interested in creating large 
installations using light and colour.  Recently she was selected to be a part of the 
Here&Now13 exhibition, presenting Western Australian contemporary art created by people 
with disability and to be held at Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery in July – September 2013.  This 
selection includes a program of mentorship and professional development under the guidance 
of a curator.  
 
 
 
 



	  

	  

About the Presentations and Speakers 
Julianne Ryan has worked as an Artist and Assistant Coordinator with the Nulsen Community 
Art Room in Rockingham.  She was the Curator for the Community Art Room’s Altogether 
Wonderful Exhibition in 2007 and 2009, and for the 2009 As We Are Art Award exhibition.  In 
partnership with the Disability Services Commission of Rockingham and the Lions Club of 
Rockingham, Julianne produced the Insight Exhibition 2010—photographic installations 
showcasing people with disabilities living in the local community.  As an initiative of the 
Community Art room, Julianne also worked as Artist and Coordinator for the ‘Sculpture in the 
Fields’ program in 2010 funded by CAN WA.  Julianne is currently working as an art mentor 
for Katrina Barber whilst still volunteering her time to the Art Room in Rockingham.   
 
Artist Karen Forbes-Smith has been involved in art practices since she was a young woman 
and has had an eye for beauty and creativity all her life.  Karen has a love for colour, textiles, 
beading and collage; she has a strong personal style that is evident in her work.  Karen's 
finished pieces could be many works in one as she layers and layers different mediums.  Her 
work therefore has lots of hidden aspects from strong contrasts to a blending of tones. 
 
Overwhelmed by the endless possibilities and choices available in every aspect of life, Artist 
Michele Urlich is an indecisive procrastinator, a hoarder and collector of things: from nature 
and cultured junk, of images, words, phrases, objects, ideas, memories.... This random 
collection or ‘organised mess’ serves both as a source of inspiration and material foundation 
for her art.  Jumping between a variety of mediums such as drawing, printmaking, sculpture, 
photography and installation; Assemblage or Collage (in its most loosest sense) is probably 
the most apt way to describe both the general process and content that is a definitive style in 
Michele’s eclectic and random body of work.  Michele also currently works as an Arts 
Instructor for Nulsen and the Centre for Cerebral Palsy, where she is passionate about 
supporting her partnered artists in finding their mark. 
 
Delores Purdie has been practicing art for more than six years.  Delores is a naturally 
creative woman, who works with bold bright colours.  She has a strong unique brush stroke 
and is a prolific painter.  Delores is now independently involved in her own practice.  At the 
moment Delores is continuing to work on new paintings and is developing her artistic style. 
 
Delores Purdie is supported by Liz Juraszek whose constantly evolving approach has 
enhanced and given Delores more access to her own expression. 
 

Art Partnerships – Question and Answer Panel Discussion 
Facilitated by Patti Ferber 

Speakers from the Art Partnerships session detailed above will join in a question and answer 
panel discussion at the end of the forum, providing participants with a chance to ask 
questions, share their own insights and join in the discussion.  This discussion will be 
facilitated by Patti Ferber. 
 
Patti Ferber coordinates the Nulsenʼs Cultural & Creative Development team, supporting 
staff–artist workshops and partnerships at Perth City Farm, Victoria Park Centre for the Arts, 
Liddelow Homestead Art and Craft Centre, Kalamunda Community Learning Centre, Canning 
Arts and a private ceramic studio in Lesmurdie.  With more than 30 years experience, Patti is 
passionate about intellectual disability and the arts, community culture and inclusion and is a 
founding member of As We Are as well as itʼs current Manager. 
 
 

 



	  

	  

	   Disability and the Arts Forum – 24th June 2013 
“Inspire, Document, Reproduce & Exhibit: Elevating the Artistic Practice 

of Artists Who Have an Intellectual Disability” 
Registration Form	   

First name:       Last name:        

Position:              

Organisation:              

Address:              

Suburb:        State:     Postcode:    

Phone:       Mobile:        

Email address:             

□ I would like to become a member of the Disability and the Arts Network (A free-to-join 

network for artists who have an intellectual disability, and arts workers, administrators, family & 

friends supporting these artists; members receive regular updates on disability and arts initiatives 

including As We Are.) 

Pay amount and method (please tick as appropriate): 
 
□	 Artist who has an intellectual disability, $10 including GST 
□	 Individual, family member or community member, $25 including GST 
□	 Organisational staff, $50 including GST 

 
□   Cheque, please make payable to Nulsen Association 
                
□   Credit Card, (Please circle)  Visa    Mastercard     
 

Name on Card:           
  
 Card number:□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ Expiry Date: □□/□□  
    

Cardholder’s signature:       Date:     
 
□  EFT, please transfer amount to: 
  

Account Name:  Nulsen Haven Association 
 BSB: 066109  Account Number: 00792002 

Reference: AWA (please ensure this is included in the electronic transfer) 
 

Please return this registration form (retaining a copy for yourself)  
with cheque or credit card payment to: 

Susie Waller, As We Are Coordinator 
Post: PO Box 1135 Fremantle WA 6959 

Email: coordinator@asweare.com.au  	  


