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Excitement Starting to Build!
The 2015 As We Are Art Award & Exhibition is just around 
the corner and the excitement is starting to build!  Read 
all about the most recent updates and our request for 
volunteers on page 4.

I’ve had a busy few months leading up to the Award and 
also visiting artists’ exhibitions and studios, including 
attending Chris White’s first solo exhibition, witnessing Greg 
Barr’s win at the City of Belmont Art Award and visiting 
the very talented and committed artists of The Art Room 
Collective in Rockingham. I also had the great pleasure of 
interviewing Cameron Dermer for this newsletter edition’s 
quarterly Artist Profile. 
 
As We Are will be running some art workshops for children 
and young people in the upcoming Sept-Oct school holidays 
(see page 5), and after a successful pilot, we also hope 
to run another term-based series of art workshops this 
coming third term (Oct-Dec), so watch this space! 

If you or you know of someone or something that may be of 
interest to our artists and readers we’d love to hear from 
you. Best wishes, Susie

Image: Visitors attending the opening night of Chris White’s solo exhibition 
‘Reflections’ at the Victoria Park Centre for the Arts
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The Awesome Art Room Collective

By Susie Waller, As We Are Coordinator

I recently had the good 
fortune of visiting the artists 
of the Art Room Collective in 
Rockingham and witnessing 
them in creative action! Still 
trying to locate a permanent 
and ongoing location, the 
group currently work from the 
out-of-school-care facility of 
the Star of the Sea school. 
The group is an inclusive 
art group, and on the day 
I visited there were five 
artists busy working: Hannah 
Valenti, Katrina Barber, 

Candice working on a number of 
artworks simultaneously

Brian working on some oil pastel 
works

One of Brian’s gorgeous birds 
drawings, pencil and watercolour

Rebecca Johnston, Brian 
Wasley and Candice Raphael. 
They mentioned they have a 
number of other artists that 
also attend on a regular basis: 
Charlie Amato, Carol, Phil and 
Jackie. The group is facilitated 
by art mentors Evelyn Lim and 
Julianne Ryan.   

The artists are clearly very 
committed to their art practice 
and very hardworking. As 
testament, when Hannah 
received a phone call from 
her mum she said that it had 
“Better be important as I’m in 
the middle of something!’
The artists’ have each made 

many artistic developments 
over the group’s ten year 
history, says Coordinator 
Evelyn Lim. Having worked 
in circles and repetition of 
pattern, Brian is currently 
expanding his drawing skills,  
working on a gorgeous series 
of colourful birds. Candice 
who is renown for her painted 
dot works, has branched out 
into vibrant patterned works, 
utilising empty space as a 
feature. And Rebecca, the 
creator of the small 3D dog 
Pipa we have all come to know 
and love, is carving herself 
a unique and quirky drawing 
style in pen and watercolour.

The artists have all been 
busy thinking about and 
getting their artwork out 
there.  Many were preparing 
works for entry into the As 
We Are Art Award. Rebecca 
was thinking about having 
a Christmas market to 
sell her dogs. Hannah had 
recently had an artwork in a 
Headspace exhibition. Candice 
had participated in the Activ 

exhibition and is hoping to 
design a Christmas card 
for Activ’s competition. And 
Katrina’s currently working on 
a solo exhibition for the CASM 
Gallery in Mandurah next 
year, and possibly another 
solo show at the Alacaston 
Gallery in Melbourne! Wow! 
The Art Room Collective are 
also hoping to build up a 
large collection of works for 
their annual ‘All Together 
Wonderful’ exhibition in April/
May of next year to mark their 
10th year of operation! They 
are certainly a busy group of 
artists and so very talented 
and inspiring!

Hannah holds up her latest creation, a 
stunning pen and watercolour work
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Highly Commended
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Greg pictured here in front of his 
winning entry ‘Untitled #2’

A big congratulations to 
Noongar artist Greg Barr who 
recently won an art award - 
Highly Commended: Aboriginal 
Art - at the City of Belmont’s 
2015 Art and Photographic 
Awards.  
 
Greg attended the exhibition 
opening night in July at the 

Greg receiving his art award from 
City of Belmont Mayor Phil Marks

It was really beautiful to see 
the group embracing their 
mistakes or what they might 
have previously deemed 
‘failures’ but are in fact 
often god-sends, as well as 
watching the group work 
together and interact. They 
were so very supportive 
of one another, giving 

Rebecca with one of her famous 
award-winning dogs, Pipa

Rebecca’s latest creative exploration, 
a pencil and watercolour drawing of 

Pipa

constructive feedback on 
works, offering advice when 
asked, and cheering each 
other up when feeling a little 
low or needed!

When asked what they loved 
most about being part of 
The Art Room Collective, 
they stated that they enjoyed 
working together as a group, 
and that it was very pleasant. 
They also valued their art 
mentors, who were both good 
friends and teachers, whom 
they enjoyed learning different 
techniques from and trusted 
their judgements. Hannah also 
answered, “We’re awesome!”  
I couldn’t agree more!

The group meet every Friday 
10.30am - 12.30pm, $10 
per session, and welcomes 
new members from the 
community of all abilities. If 
you are interested in joining 
the group please email Evelyn 
at theartroomcollective@

Belmont Forum Shopping 
Centre, and received a 
surprise when his name was 
announced as a winner in the 
emerging Aboriginal Artist 
category! Called up to the 
stage, and congratulated by 
the City of Belmont Mayor, 
Greg received an award 
certificate and a Jacksons gift 
certificate for his win.

Greg’s winning entry was a 
small acrylic on canvas piece, 
in which he used an innovative 
technique to create an earthy 
and layered work. When 
Greg had the work framed at 
Bitches Brew Custom Picture 
Framers in Fremantle, store 
owner Nigel mentioned that 
he was in for a win, having 
framed the 2014 winner last 
year also!

Greg, your win is a real 
inspiration for other artists, 
encouraging them to enter 
their works in art awards and 
attend the exhibition opening 
nights! Well done champ!
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2015 As We Are 
Art Award & Exhibition

Entries have now closed for 
this year’s As We Are Art 
Award!  And what a lot of 
entries we have received!

The exhibition and award 
presentation evening is being 
held 5-7pm Sunday 4th 
October at the Central Park 
Building Foyer (152-158 St 
George’s Terrace, Perth).  
The winners of the awards 
and recipients of the judges’ 
high commendation will be 
announced, so it will be very 
exciting!  All entrants will 
have received an invitation to 
the opening night along with 
a letter confirming receipt of 
their entry form. Artists, do 
be sure to bring along your 
family and friends for what 
will be a fantastic night!  

Each year As We Are 
engages four professional 

KEY DATES & LOCATIONS:

Delivery of artworks: 
10am - 12pm, Friday 25th 
September, Victoria Park 
Centre for the Arts, 12 Kent 
Street, East Victoria Park

Exhibition Opening and 
Award Presentation 
Evening: 5 - 7pm, Sunday 
4th October, Central Park 
Building Foyer (152-158 St 
Georges Terrace, Perth)

Exhibition open: Monday 
5th October to Friday 
16th October (Monday - 
Saturday, 10am - 4pm; 
Sunday 11am - 3pm), 
Central Park Building Foyer 
(152-158 St Georges 
Terrace, Perth)

Collection of unsold and 
purchased artworks: 
4 - 6pm, Friday 16th 
October, Central Park 
Building Foyer (152-158 St 
Georges Terrace, Perth)

Image: 2014 As We Are Art Award entry 
Katrina Barber, 2014, ‘Light Series Sin-

gular,’ watercolour on canvas 
(Photo: Allan Waller)

judges to review all entries 
and select winning entries 
for 5 of the 6 art awards 
and 10 entries for high 
commendation. This year we 
welcome judges: David Guhl 
(Artist), Rebecca Baumann 
(Artist), Carly Lang (Curator, 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Art, Art Gallery 
of Western Australia) and 
David Giles (Artist and 
Gallery Owner). As We 
Are also welcomes Joanna 
Wakefield, Curator at the Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital 
Art Gallery, as the curator of 
this year’s exhibition.  

As We Are is currently 
looking for participating 
artists and their supporters 
to volunteer at the 
exhibition. Volunteers are 
required for two-hour blocks 
during the 12-day opening 
period. This is a great hands 
on experience for artists 
in staffing an exhibition, 
including greeting visitors, 
encouraging people to vote 
in the people’s choice award, 
and managing artwork 
sales. If you are interested 
in either of these exciting 
opportunities please contact 
Susie on 0410 373 854 or 
coordinator@asweare.com.
au

Looking forward to seeing 
you all at the exhibition 
opening!

Image: 2014 As We Are Art Award entry 
Jane Ryan, 2014, ‘Cat’s Cradle’ (detail), 

dried garden vine and wool  
(Photo: Susie Waller)
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Children & Young People School Holiday 
Art Workshops 29 & 30 September 2015

As We Are is running a series of art workshops this September-October school holidays for 
children and young people who have an intellectual disability aged 6-17 years.  Participants 

will learn a variety of experimental art techniques and a variety of fun materials will be 
explored. 

The workshops will be run by art facilitator Meagan Bates.

All skill levels are welcome!  Children and young people with high support needs to attend 
with a supporter, this could be a sibling, parent or carer.

Session 1: Ages 6-9 years
Date: 9.30-11.30am, Tuesday 
15 July
Location: Victoria Park Centre 
for the Arts, 12 Kent Street, 
East Victoria Park
Cost: $10, incl. materials

Session 3: 
Ages: 6-12 years
Dates: 10.30am-12pm, 
Wednesday 30 September
Location: Garvey Park Artist 
Studio, Fauntleroy Avenue, 
Ascot
Cost: $20, incl. materials

Session 1: 
Ages: 6-12 years
Dates: 10.30am-12pm, Tuesday 
29 September
Location: Victoria Park Centre 
for the Arts, 12 Kent Street, 
East Victoria Park
Cost: $20, incl. materials

Session 2: 
Ages: 13-17 years
Dates: 1pm-2.30pm, Tuesday 29 
September
Location: Victoria Park Centre 
for the Arts, 12 Kent Street, 
East Victoria Park
Cost: $20, incl. materials

Please register your child’s interest fast, as places are limited

For bookings please contact Susie on 0410 373 854 or children@asweare.com.au

Artworks pictured above from children attending the April 2015 school holiday workshops 

Session 4: 
Ages: 13-17 years
Dates: 1pm-2.30pm, Wednesday 
30 September
Location: Garvey Park Artist 
Studio, Fauntleroy Avenue, 
Ascot
Cost: $20, incl. materials
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You may recall in the last 
newsletter, As We Are put the 
call out to all of our artists 
to help with designs for our 
Christmas card fundraiser. Well 
everybody must have been very  
busy preparing their entries 
for this year’s As We Are Art 
Award as we only received 
a handful! After a little bit of 
selective encouragement by 
the Coordinator a few more 
beautiful designs came trickling 
in.

Congratulations to the artists 
whose designs were selected, 
including: Aimee Dickson, Lorica 
Saiman, Mathew Clark, Patrick 

Carter, Cameron Dermer, Greg 
Barr and Lindsay Vicary. Each 
of the selected artists will 
receive a pack of the Christmas 
cards and a $30 framing 
voucher from Bitches Brew 
Custom Picture Framers.
  
As We Are artists, care of 
Nulsen Disability Services, have 
also been busy preparing calico 
bags featuring their artwork on 
one-side and a screen-print of 
the As We Are logo on the other. 
This is another fundraising 
initiative for As We Are.

Both the Christmas cards and 
calico bags will be available for 

purchase at the opening night 
of the As We Are Art Award 
and throughout the 12-day 
exhibition. A five pack of cards 
will retail for $10 and a calico 
bag $10.  So be sure to bring 
along some extra cash when 
visiting!

Aimee Dickson’s Christmas card 
design:‘Rudolph and Santa,’ 2015, 

pen and pencil

Chris White’s 
Artistic Explorations

Talented artist Chris White, 
recently had his first solo 
exhibition ‘Explorations’ at the 
Victoria Park Centre for the 
Arts. I attended the opening 
celebration on 14 August and 
was joined by a large number of 
Chris’ family and friends.  

Chris had 16 artworks in the 
exhibition, all of which were 

available for sale. The works 
ranged in price from $100 - 
$350 each. 

Chris is a talented foot artist, 
and his artworks are often 
large, textural and bold with 
such vivid colour. Chris works 
mainly in mixed media, using 
acrylic paint as well as collaged 
materials such as scrunched 
butchers paper and polystyrene 
balls.

Artist Kate Lesile gave the 
opening speech, including 
a lovely overview of Chris’ 
extensive art practice.  Chris 
started practicing at the 
Victoria Park Centre for the 
Arts many years ago, then 
practiced from home for a 
number of years. He worked 
with art mentor Elizabeth 

Bishop for five years and 
has recently began an art 
partnership with Tenille 
Lategan.  

Congratulations Chris on a 
successful first solo show!

Chris (centre), with (left to right) 
Tenille Lategan, Elizabeth Bishop and 

Kate Leslie

‘Torn’ (detail), 2015, acrylic on canvas
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Tell us a little bit about 
yourself: 
I am 21 years old, I live in 
Duncraig and I have a big 
brother, Alexander. I am a 
great cook! I cook with my mum 
and Oma (grandmother). I go 
with Opa (grandfather) to the 
football (WAFL) on Saturdays 
and I love going down at 
quarter and three-quarter time 
to listen to the coach. I also like 
bike riding and go to TAFE in 
Perth and Leederville.

When and how did you first 
become interested in art?
I started doing art in April 
2013 at Perth City Farm in 
East Perth with artist Kate 
Leslie. My cousin Jacinta got 
me started, she is very creative 
and was a volunteer at City 
Farm. I started out making 
mosaic plant pots. Before that 
I had never done any art. After 
City Farm, I moved to Earth 
Wise in Subiaco and since May 
2014 I have been working with 
Kate at the Garvey Park Art 
Studio every Wednesday. I like 
everything about art.

What mediums do you work 
with?  Which is your favourite 
and why?
Everything is my favourite 
medium! Most of my work is 
pencil and paint on paper and 
canvas. I also make three-
dimensional sculptures made 
from clay which I put into small 
boxes. In the future I would like 
to make moveable puppets and 
try stop-animation.

What inspires your art 
practice? 
I like painting characters 
from my favourite movies, 
particularly Disney, Pixar and 
Jim Henson movies. I love 

watching Disney shows and 
movies - some of my favourite 
movies are Frozen, Toy Story 
and The Lion King. I also paint 
characters from Play School 
and Winnie the Pooh. My 
favourite characters are those 
that are naughty, mischievous 
or sneaky, like Edgar from the 
Aristocats.

Before I go and see a Disney 
show, I like to read all about it, 
going to the library to borrow 
the Disney books or books on 
the topic. This research informs 
my artwork.

I also like to visit the Art 
Gallery of WA in my spare time, 
looking out for things, seeing 
the pictures and I like going to 
the cafe.

Where do you create your 
artwork?
At Garvey Park Art Studio and 
also at home. I love working 
from Garvey Park, being around 
the other artists. At home, I 
work by myself at the kitchen or 
dining table, usually for an hour 
at a time. 

I have been working with 
Kate on proportion. I have 
also been making up my own 
cheeky character, the evil 
prospector. Most recently I 
have been exploring with Kate 
the narrative or interaction 
between two characters in my 
work.

Where have you exhibited your 
work?
Last year I had artworks in 
the As We Are Art Award 
and Creative Connections 
Art & Poetry Exhibition. This 
year I also have a work, ‘The 
Prospector,’ in the Creative 

Page 7

Artist Profile:
Cameron Dermer

By Cameron Dermer 

with Kate Leslie, Ed 
Dermer and Susie 

Waller

‘The Prospector,’ pencil and acrylic 
on paper - Cameron’s 2015 Creative 

Connections entry
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Connections exhibition. I will 
be speaking at this event. I 
also had a solo exhibition at my 
home for family and friends in 
October 2014; my mum was the 
curator.
  
How would you describe your 
artistic style?
Cameron’s art mentor Kate 
Leslie says Cameron has a 
very distinctive style. She says 
Cameron likes to apply his paint 
thick and heavy, creating an 
almost sculptural quality. She 
believes his artwork has such 
personality and character, 
and is very expressive. Kate 
says Cameron is a fast worker 
working in bursts of energy! 
He is really good at blending 
colours and doesn’t keep in the 
lines. Cameron, Kate says, is a 
messy artist just like herself!  
(Cameron says he loves being 
messy!) Kate says Cameron has 
a real talent for adapting and 
succeeding in any art medium.  

What’s the best thing about 
being an artist?
I love everything about being 
an artist! I love the culture of 
being an artist. It feels great 
and makes me happy exhibiting 
my work. I enjoy sharing my 
artwork, it gives me a sense 
of pride. I look forward to 
continuing being an artist.

What advice would you give 
aspiring artists?
Use the right equipment. Enter 
more competitions. Work in a 
supportive space, and work at 
home.  

 * * *
Would you or an artist you know 
like to be the feature of our 
quarterly Artist Profile? If so 
please contact As We Are.‘The Policeman,’ acrylic on canvas

‘Dylan the Villain,’ pencil and acrylic 
on paper
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‘Woody’ (from Toy Story), acrylic on 
paper

‘Buzz Lightyear’ (from Toy Story), 
pencil and acrylic on paper

‘The Emperor’ (from Toy Story 2), 
acrylic and pencil on paper

‘Buster Baxter,’ clay and acrylic; one 
of Cameron’s 2014 As We Are Art 

Award entries



Upcoming Art Workshops and Awards

David Guhl, ‘The Uncle’s World,’ 2015, acrylic on canvas

As We Are Performance Workshops
3-5pm every Tuesday 2015

Participants will learn a range of skills - including performance, movement, voice, 
improvisation and clowning - and have a fun time! 
For adults (18+) who have an intellectual disability.

Cost: $10.  Location: Bassendean Community Hall, 48 Old Perth Road, Bassendean
For further information please contact Suzanne Ingelbrecht on 0404 026 687 or 

singelbrecht@iinet.net.au

City of South Perth’s 2015 Emerging Artist Award - Entries close 5pm, Friday 18th 
September 2015

Entries are open for the City of South Perth’s Emerging Artist Award. Entry is open 
to Western Australian residents secondary school aged or over (please note there are 

conditions of what an emerging artist is), and any art medium is accepted including 
photography. One entry per person, with selected entrants contacted 29 Sept-2 October.  
For more information please visit http://www.southperth.wa.gov.au/Services/Emerging-

Artist-Award or contact 9474 0777.   

Cervantes Art Festival  - Entries due Friday 2nd October 2015 
There are a number of sections and categories including art (oil/acrylic, watercolour, 

mixed media, sculpture), craft (jewellery, wood, ceramic etc) and photography. Categories 
also for primary and high school aged students, as well as poetry.

Entries due 2nd October 2015; entry fee $10 adult and $5 children. Artworks can be 
delivered to numerous metropolitan locations including Joondalup, Riverton, Midland, 

Alfred Cove and Geraldton. For more information contact Diane via email 
cervantes.art.festival@gmail.com or phone 9652 7540.

Susie Waller Coordinator
M 0410 373 854
E coordinator@asweare.com.au

Contact Us
www.asweare.com.au

www.facebook.com/
AsWeAreArtistsWhoHaveAnIntellectualDisability
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