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Out With a Bang!
Yes 2014 certainly went out with a loud bang! We had another 
very successful As We Are Art Award & Exhibition at the 
Central Park Building, which you can read about in this month’s 
newsletter. I also co-presented at the ASID Conference in 
November with artist John Verjans, and attended the CATA 
Group’s inaugural Art & Craft Expo, which are also featured in 
the newsletter.

And it seems the end of 2014 was not just busy for As We Are, 
many of our artists also had an explosive end to the year! Artist 
Katrina Barber has been very busy securing an artist residency, 
exhibiting at an interstate exhibition and creating artworks for 
two upcoming solo exhibitions! I am sure you will find her art 
journey very inspiring, as well as our quarterly artist profile on 
Vicki-Lee Devenish, a beautiful and motivating artist!

Being the start of a new year there are also a number of relevant 
arts & disability funds that have recently opened including 
the Australia Council for the Arts ‘Arts & Disability Fund’ and 
DADAA’s ‘Nexus Arts Grant’. Certainly worth checking out!

Wishing you a most wonderful start to the new year, and looking 
forward to seeing you soon,
Susie

Image: Katrina Barber’s art studio at Contemporary Art Spaces Mandurah (CASM) 
(Photo: Greg Barr)



As We Are Newsletter January 2015

Page 2 

Celebrating the 
2014 Award & 

Exhibition

By Susie Waller,

As We Are Coordinator

Each year after the As We 
Are Art Award  & 
Exhibition the organisers 
get together to reflect
on the success of the event 
and to also come up with 
ideas to improve it for the 
following  year. Here I 
share some of the 
successes and insights ...

I didn’t think the As We Are Art 
Award & Exhibition could get 
any bigger or better than 
previous years, but the 
participating artists proved us 
wrong! What a year it was!

In 2014 we had 150 artists 
enter, that is more than one 
and a half times the number of
entrants (which was 103) in 
2013! And it was exciting to see
that about a third of these 
entrants were first-timers!  

With two entries allowed per 
person, we received a 
whopping 237 entries!! This 
was almost 80 more entries
than the previous year! 
Wowser! To accommodate the 
large increase in entries we  
increased the number of 
display boards we hired and 
also displayed them vertically

and some of them double-sided
so that we could fit all the 
works on! I’d say we have 
pretty much reached maximum 
exhibition capacity of the venue, 
so in 2015 we are going to limit 
the number of entries to one 
per person. This is a little sad
as allowing two entries per 
person means you get to see 
the diversity of mediums and 
styles of each artist. But with 
an expected increase in 
entrants in 2015, this is the 
only way we are going to fit all 
the artworks in!

Image: Artist James Hunt with his 
entry ‘Waves,’ acrylic on canvas

Of the 237 works entered 67 
were sold - approximately 28% 
of all works - raising close to 
$12,000 in sales!! The number
of artworks sold is pretty much 
the same as last year (64), 
however proportionally it was 
less (given we had a much 
higher number of entries this 
year). The total sales amount 

however is 20% more than 
2013. This is due to the sale 
of more higher priced works. 
Similarly to 2013, approximately 
two thirds of works were sold 
on the opening night and a 
further third sold during the 
two-week opening period, 
including right up to 4pm on the 
closing day!  

In 2014 we received 17 entries 
from 10 Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander entrants. This is 
two and a half times the num-
ber of Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Islander entrants in 
2013. The number of regional 
entrants also increased from 8 
in 2013 to 23 in 2014. This is 
almost a trebling! It seems As 
We Are’s efforts to promote the 
award to these two particular 
groups in the last year certainly 
paid off!

The delivery of artworks to the 
Victoria Park Centre for the 
Arts went very well. We hope 
to have entries delivered to the 
Centre again in 2015. Entry 
forms were also filled in 
correctly this year, saving me 
a lot of time running around 
chasing details. The number of 
2D artworks requiring hanging
this year was much lower than 
last year, which was great; it 
certainly saved us a lot of time. 

(Photographs: Emma Gairdner and Susie Waller)



As We Are Newsletter January 2015

Page 3 

We did receive a number of 
works however in the plastic 
frames with either stands or 
very small hanging hooks on the 
back which really aren’t suit-
able for hanging the works on 
the display boards so we’ll try 
and discourage this for 2015.

Setting up the exhibition also 
went smoothly. We had a team 
of eight very conscientious 
workers, led by Curator Louise 
Lodge, to set up the 237 works 
in less than 10 hours! This was 
Louise’s last year as she makes 
her way to live and create 
artwork in Hopetoun. We wish 
Louise the very best and thank 
her for all her hard work over 
the years!

Image: Susie Waller, Coordinator and 
Louise Lodge, Curator

Similarly to last year we 
received many positive com-
ments about the Central Park 
Building venue from both par-
ticipating artists and 
visitors. The organising team 
had considered shifting venues 
as 2014 was our third year at 
Central Park, however we made 
the decision to have the 2015 
exhibition there again as it is 
such a prestigious venue and 
we have such a large number of 
sales, particularly following the 
opening night. All of which is of 
great benefit to the artists!

The exhibition opening night 
was very busy and lively! It was 

great to see many familiar faces 
as well as many new faces! The 
evening was MC’d by the 
entertaining Jim Morrison; with 
Reverend Sealin Garlett 
providing a very heartfelt 
Welcome to Country, some of 
which he spoke in Noongar 
language. David Ansell, Deputy 
Director General of the 
Department of Culture and the 
Arts provided a lovely address 
and officially opened the exhibi-
tion.

Our four judges - David Guhl, 
Joanna Wakefield, Rod Garlett 
and Jude van der Merwe - did a 
fantastic job of selecting the 5 
winners and 11 high 
commendation recipients. Each 
bringing their own unique art 
experience and interpretation, 
ensuring the awards are kept 
fresh and independent!

Image: Artist Rebecca Johnston (mid-
dle) receiving a Judges’ High 

Commendation from Judge Jude van 
der Merwe (right) and Susie (left)

Each year As We Are likes to 
showcase local musicians on 
the opening night, in 
particular artists associated 
with the Award. This year we 
had the pleasure of hearing 
music from Nulsen musicians. 
This year it was also great to 
see so many artists coming in 
during the exhibition opening
period to view their works, 
including artists from the CATA 
Group and Midland TAFE. As We 
Are also hosted a special even-

ing for attendees of the ASID 
Conference, which coincided 
with the art award. More than 
50 attendees visited the exhibi-
tion, with a number buying
works, some ever afar as 
Melbourne and Sydney!  

Lastly I would like to extend the 
biggest of thank you’s to the 
ongoing support of volunteers 
from the Homebuyers Centre, 
Nulsen Disability Services as 
well as participating artists 
and their families who staffed 
the exhibition, and to those who 
helped setup & pack down the 
exhibition, and helped out on 
the opening night. A big thank 
you also to our many supportive 
sponsors! There are too many 
volunteer and sponsor names to 
list here but you know who you 
are, so thank you!
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Act: keep physically, mentally, spiritually and socially active

Belong: keep up friendships, join in groups and community events

Commit: challenge yourself, volunteer for a good cause, help others

Make a start by answering these questions …

I want to enjoy life more      

,�ZDQW�WR�ÀQG�RXW�ZKDW�,�FDQ�GR�WR�LPSURYH�P\�PHQWDO�ZHOOEHLQJ� � � 

,�ZDQW�WR�ÀQG�D�VSRUWV�FOXE�RU�D�FRPPXQLW\�JURXS�LQ�P\�ORFDO�DUHD�� � � 

,�ZDQW�WR�FKHFN�LI�P\�OLIHVW\OH�LV�JRRG�IRU�P\�PHQWDO�KHDOWK� � �� � 

,�ZDQW�WR�EH�PRUH�UHVLOLHQW��

,�ZDQW�WR�ÀQG�RXW�KRZ�,�FDQ�FKDOOHQJH�P\VHOI�

,�ZDQW�WR�ÀQG�RXW�KRZ�,�FDQ�KHOS�RWKHUV 

YES

,I�\RX�VDLG YES!�WR�DQ\�RI�WKH�DERYH��YLVLW�WKH�$FW�%HORQJ�&RPPLW�ZHEVLWH�ZKHUH�
\RX�FDQ�GR�D�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW�RQ�KRZ�\RX�FXUUHQWO\�$FW�%HORQJ�&RPPLW��VHDUFK�IRU�
FOXEV��FRPPXQLW\�HYHQWV�DQG�YROXQWHHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��PDNH�D�SOHGJH�WR�ORRN�DIWHU�
\RXU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�DQG�JHW�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�PDQ\�RWKHUV�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�HQMR\�OLIH�PRUH�
�MRLQ�XV�RQ�)DFHERRN�����Or give us a call on 08 9266 3788 for a real-life chat�

Image: Volunteer Amy staffing the 
exhibition welcome desk



2014 As We Are Award
Winners

While all of our 150 entrants are winners in As We Are’s eyes - putting in their time and 
energy to create such inspiring artworks - it is an art competition and as such there are a 

number of artworks that are selected by our judging panel for their artistic excellence. 

In 2014, we had six award winners and a further eleven artists who received the Judge’s 
High Commendation. Just in case you missed seeing them at the 

exhibition or would love to view them again, here they are for your enjoyment ... 

Rosalind Lewis Award
John Zino ‘White Mountain,’ 

mixed media

Stephen Delower Memorial 
3-Dimensional Award

Jackie Anderson, ‘One Whole 
Many Parts,’ clay

Betta Curtains People’s 
Choice Award

John Verjans, ‘Sunset Glow 
in Red,’ acrylic on canvas

David Guhl Award for 
Artistic Excellence

Mathew Clark, ‘Heavenly Ca-
thedral,’ acrylic on canvas
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Nulsen Reconciliation Action 
Plan Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander Award

Vicki-Lee Devenish, 
‘Frightened Little Boy’ 

(detail), acrylic, resin and 
pastel on canvas

Aurenda Art Award
Brooke Mathew, ‘Waterlilies’ (detail), acrylic on canvas
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Judges’ High Commendation Recipients

Janine Noonan, 
‘Tropical Sunrise,’ hand dyed 

silk thread

Michael Frith, ‘Dingo Dog,’ 
acrylic on canvas

Hannah Valenti, ‘Pondering’ 
(detail), pastel on paper

Paul Caine, ‘Crawley Baths,’ 
acrylic on canvas

Rebecca Johnston, ‘Spotty 
Dog,’ ceramic

Franco Fogliani, ‘Dog Rock’ 
(detail), acrylic on canvas

Rob Rolt, ‘Peacock,’ fabric, 
glitter, yarn

Tim Maley, ‘Bobtail’ (detail), 
pencil and watercolour on 

paper

Joy Tomlinson, ‘Untitled No. 
1,’ acrylic on board

Brendan Kelly, ‘The Death of 
Chicken Treat,’ photograph

Sandra Vantilborg, ‘Out,’ 
mixed media
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I was recently invited by 
artist Katrina Barber and 
her art mentor Julianne Ryan 
to visit Katrina’s art studio 
at Contemporary Art Spaces 
Mandurah, better known as 
CASM. An opportunity too 
good to refuse, I quickly took 
them up on their kind offer 
and visited along with fellow 
As We Are artist Greg Barr.

One word ... WOW!! Greg 
and I were overwhelmed 
when we entered Katrina’s 
art studio by the vibrant 
colours as well as by the 
large number of artworks 
she has created!! Katrina 
secured a 12-month studio 
residency at CASM through a 
very competitive application 
process (assessed by an 
panel) and has been working 
there since August 2014. It 
is a fantastic studio space, 
with a large desk to work 
on, a big shelving unit to 
store her art materials and 
completed works, and a 
lovely big window that lets in 
plenty of natural light.  

The Rise and Rise of Artist
Katrina Barber

by Susie Waller

Photographs by Greg Barr & Julianne Ryan

And light is integral to 
Katrina’s work. Most recently 
she has been exploring the 
properties of light, creating 
a series of coloured light 
boxes - acrylic or perspex 
boxes which she paints 
with brightly coloured inks 
mixed with an extender. 
Katrina also continues to 
work on her light-inspired 
watercolour on canvas works
of various sizes, experiment-
ing with pierced holes.

Katrina is also currently 
working on a series of 
woven metal light works. 
First, Katrina creates a form 
using newspaper which she 
then weaves copper wire 
around. She then burns out 
the paper, leaving behind 

a hollow structure which 
she beads onto and intends 
to insert LED lighting into. 
They are such exquisite and 
delicate forms!

Katrina recently exhibited 
some of her works in a group 
exhibition ‘From the Outside,’ 
at the Alcaston Gallery in 
Melbourne (14 Oct - 7 Nov), 
alongside artists Julian 
Poon, Clive Collender and Tim 
Maley. Katrina created two 
series of watercolour works 
on plywood and canvas, 
Light and Grief, the latter 
in respone to her brother’s 
recent passing. Both series 
were created through her 
weekly participation at the 
The Art Room Collective, 
Rockingham, and her 
residency at CASM.
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Katrina and Julianne - 
joined by Catherine Peattie 
(DADAA) and Evelyn Lim 
(The Art Room Collective) - 
travelled to Melbourne for 
the opening and to attend a 
‘meet the artists’ session. 
Katrina sold a large number 
of her works and the Curator 
of the Alcaston Gallery is 
interested in continuing to 
represent and sell Katrina’s 
artwork, a most fantastic 
achievement!  

The beautiful exhibition 
catalogue is available for 
viewing online, and I highly 
recommend that you do! 
http://www.alcastongallery.
com.au/3dissue/dadaa2014/

It was recently announced 
that Katrina was a successful 
recipient of the Department 
of Culture and the Arts’ 
funding! Another inspiring 
achievement! Katrina intends 
to use this funding to develop 
a series of experimental 
light works, including being 
mentored by Mark Homer, 
PICA Lighting Specialist.

Katrina will exhibit these 
works in a solo exhibition 
in April at the Free Range 
Gallery in Perth.

Katrina is also gearing up 
for a second solo exhibition 
at the end of her studio 
residency at CASM. This 
exhibition will be held at 
CASM in September/October 
of this year. As We are will 
be sure to keep you posted 
on Katrina’s two upcoming 
exhibitions.

It is fantastic to see 
Katrina’s art work and 
practice go from strength to 
strength since I first started 
coordinating As We Are in 
2011. On behalf of As We Are 
I wish her nothing but the 
very best for her ongoing art 
career!

To view more of Katrina’s 
work please visit her website 
at: http://katrinabarber.wix.
com/katrinabarber

 *  * *
Many thanks to Katrina and Julianne 
for our delightful and truly inspiring 
visit to Katrina’s CASM art studio and 
for answering our many interview 
questions! A big thanks also to artist 
Greg Barr for taking the photographs, 
as well as Julianne Ryan.

Images (opposite page): Katrina in 
her CASM art studio (top and middle);  
Katrina’s weaved wire and light works 
(bottom right); (this page): Katrina 
painting inks on a large perspex light 
box (top, right); Katrina’s art mentor, 
Julianne (above); Katrina working on 
a wire piece (middle); Katrina with one 
of her large acrylic and ink on canvas 
works, note pierced holes (bottom 
left).
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In November of last year, As 
We Are artist John Verjans, 
his mum Sue Verjans, his art 
mentor Alison Brokenshire, and 
I presented at the Australasian 
Society for Intellectual 
Disability (ASID) Conference 
in Fremantle. Together we 
presented on As We Are, a WA 
community initiative bringing 

joy and wellbeing to the lives of 
artists who have an intellectual 
disability and those who are 
part of the experience.  I asked 
John to join me as I thought 
it would be important for 
attendees to hear directly from 
an artist involved in As We Are; 
plus John was the winner of the 
ASID logo design competition in 
2013.  

And what a coup it was for 
John! His winning design was 
everywhere! It was on all of 
the conference promotional 
material including caps, bags, 
badges and programs! John’s 
original design was also on 
display at the conference, along 

Images: (top left) John getting ready to 
present at the conference;

 (above, l-r) Alison, Sue and John in 
front of the ASID design entries display

ASID Conference
by Susie Waller

CATA Group Art & Craft Expo 
by Susie Waller

In December I had the 
pleasure of attending the 
CATA Group’s Art & Craft 
Expo. Located next to the 
Warwick Grove Shopping 
Centre, CATA (Creative and 
Therapy Activities) provides 
a number of creative 
activities both within and 
external to the centre. Artist
in residence, Paul Caine 
(pictured top left), gave me 
an informative tour of the 
centre and hall. And what a 
large centre it is, there are 
rooms for art, craft, pottery, 
woodwork and more!  

And I have to say the CATA 
artists have certainly been 
busy! At the expo there were  
a number of great displays 

featuring many and diverse 
arts and crafts, including
beautiful woodworks, 
ceramics, paintings and 
textiles. I couldn’t resist 
purchasing two beautiful 
ceramic works myself!

There was also a number of 
activities to participate in 
on the day including drum-
ming, pottery, doodle art, 
wood burning and magic 
tricks! Congratulations to 
CATA on a fantastic day, I 
look forward to attending in 
2015!

For further information
about CATA please visit 
visit www.catagroup.org.au 

with other competition entries. 
Designs from competition 
runner-up Clive Collender 
also featured throughout the 
conference program. A big 
thanks and congratulations to 
John, Sue and Alison!
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WEEKLY 
PERFORMANCE SKILLS 

WORKSHOPS

As We Are is excited to be recommencing their weekly 
Performance Skills Workshops for people who have an intellectual 
disability (18+), facilitated by experienced Playwright and Theatre 

Practitioner, Suzanne Ingelbrecht.
 

Participants will learn a range of great skills including:
                                      •   Performance
                                      •   Movement
                                      •   Voice
                                      •   Improvisation
                                      •   Clowning

When: 3-5pm every Tuesday, recommencing 27th January 2015

Where:  Bassendean Community Hall, 48 Old Perth Road,  
Bassendean

Cost: $10 per workshop

Bookings and queries: Please contact Suzanne on 0404 026 687 
or singelbrecht@iinet.net
 
Please drop in, even for a short while, we’d love to see you there!
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Tell us a little bit about 
yourself: 
I live at Gannaway in 
Willetton with four other 
lovely ladies; I have been for
here for two years. I am half
Aboriginal, my mum is 
Aboriginal. I have a sister 
Denise and two brothers, 
Phillip and Trevor, so I’m the 
baby of the family.  I come 
from a creative family, my 
mum and brother Trevor are
artists, and I have two 
cousins who are artists too.
I also live in a creative 
house, with Janine Noonan 
and Kim Hassett also artists.  

When and how did you first 
become interested in art?
Since I was 21 I have been 
interested in art. I remember 
drawing a picture of a car 
and it was spot on! I 
surprised myself and 
everyone else thought it was
awesome! After that I felt 
inspired to draw, pencil 
drawings and portraits.

I also used to watch mum 
doing art, her influence was
significant. She paints 
landscapes, city and 
environments, and also 
works in charcoal. Mum used
to say I had a magic eye and
would ask for my advice on 

colour. I would be a pair
of fresh eyes, tell her if it 
was too much, if it needed 
something more, be 
objective.

What mediums do you 
work with?  Which is your 
favourite and why?
I mostly work with pencils, 
acrylics, watercolours, 
pastels, textas. I sometimes 
use a bottle to spray 
watercolours and a window 
wiper to smear paint. Nearly 
everything is my favourite! 
I’ve also tried weaving using 
nails, and collage with paper 
and materials glued on. I 
would like to do clay and 

Page 10

Artist Profile: 

Vicki-Lee Devenish

‘Flowers Growing in a Pot,’ pencil and 
texta on paper 

‘Blowing in the Wind,’ pencil on paper 

Vicki-Lee featured next to her award-
winning artwork ‘Frightened 

Little Boy,’ acrylic, resin and pastel 
on canvas
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textiles in the future and 
Aboriginal dot painting. More 
portraits, more Aborigine 
boys too. I like to do different 
things.  

What inspires your art 
practice? 
My mum and brother Trevor, 
all the family including my 
niece inspire me.  They’re 
very happy people and very 
supportive of my art. 

I like doing portraits, 
portraits of people who get
sick or worry. I would like 
to do a frightened little girl 
next, maybe some more 
landscapes.

Where do you create your 
art work?
I do some art at home. I use 
a scrap book to do drawings, 
and I also make crafts for
the house. I just made 
Christmas decorations, 
including paper chains and 
an angel.

I also work from the Victoria 
Park Centre for the Arts 
with artists Ricky Sullivan 
and Janine Noonan. Michele 
Urlich, my art mentor, asks 
me what me what I want to 
do and sets out different 
mediums and then asks me to 
choose. When I first started 
working with  Michele it felt
like going back to kindy, 
learning to be a student 
again, not sure how to do it 
and working your way up.

How would you describe 
your artistic style?

Detailed portraits and 
drawings, using lots of 
colour to make them stand 
out, to bring them out like in 
a movie.  

What’s the best thing about 
being an artist?
The best thing about being 
an artist is feeling very 
proud and celebrating your 
achievements. When I won 
my art award in front of 
everyone I was so excited 
and proud, so was my family.  
This was the first time I 
entered the exhibition. I am 
saving my cash prize to go on 
a holiday to Queensland with 
my family. I am also going 
to donate half to brother 
and use half myself to buy 
dresses.

I also like taking photographs 
of my artwork and showing 
family and friends. 

What advice do you have for 
aspiring artists?
Have courage to do your art.
Keep going, think what you
want to do, don’t get 
stressed, keep calm. I like to 
put music on and sing while 
I am working. This relaxes 
everyone; Janine loves my 
singing.  

Try your best, think for 
yourself about your artwork, 
be happy with yourself, 
happy with what you’re 
doing, and you might get 
an award! You might get 
tired or sleepy or bored, but 
keep motivated! I motivate 
everyone including Michele.

‘Marilyn Monroe,’ pencil on paper

‘Village,’ oil pastel and charcoal on 
paper

‘In the City,’ ink pens and pencil on 
paper

Vicki-Lee receiving the Nulsen RAP 
art award from judge Rod Garlett, As 

We Are Art Award 2014



Upcoming Art Exhibitions & Funding
Art Exhibition of Art by Tim Maley and Friends

24th - 26th January 2015
Where: The Midland Anglican Church, 8 Spring Road Midland

When: 10am - 1pm, Saturday 24th January; 3pm - 6pm Sunday 25th January; and 10am - 
3pm Monday 26th January

Arts and Disability Funding - Australia Council for the Arts
Applications close 3rd March 2015

Dedicated funding is available to provide support for artists or groups who identify 
with disability.  Applications for funding can be made through the March round of their 
Development Grant for Individuals and Groups, and Arts Projects for Individuals and Groups. 

Application forms are now available and can be submitted online or in a number of 
accessible formats e.g. Auslan, audio, video, printed.  For more information please call 
02 9215 9000 or visit http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/funding/arts-and-disability-

funding/

Department of Culture and the Arts, new online grants program
The Department of Culture and the Arts (DCA) supports the development and delivery 

of culture and arts in WA through the provision of funding to individual artists and 
organisations. The DCA’s 2015 Funding Program goes live January 27th, with the first Arts 

Development round closing 4pm, Friday 26th February 2014
For more information please visit http://www.dca.wa.gov.au/funding/

Nexus Arts Grant - DADAA, Open 1 February, closes 15 March 2015
DADAA’s Nexus Arts Grant is for Western Australian artists with disability aged between 

16 and 25. The grant has three categories: $2000 for Kickstart projects, $5000 and 
$10,00 for more established artists. For a copy of the information booklet and application 

form please visit http://www.dadaa.org.au

Catalyst Community Arts Fund - Closing 30 March 2015
Do you have a great idea for a community art project?  CAN WA is currently calling 

for applications for their March round of the Catalyst Community Arts Fund, for projects 
commencing after 1 July 2015.  For more information please contact the Funding 
Manager Jill Brown on 9226 2422 or to download a copy of the guidelines and an 

application form please visit http://www.canwa.com.au/doing/catalyst/

Are you involved in an upcoming art exhibition, or perhaps you know of an arts event or funding that 
may be of interest to our readers? If so, we would love to hear from you! See below for As We Are’s 

contact details.

Susie Waller Coordinator
M 0410 373 854
E coordinator@asweare.com.au

Contact Us
www.asweare.com.au

www.facebook.com/
AsWeAreArtistsWhoHaveAnIntellectualDisability
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