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And We’re Off!
It’s certainly been a busy start to the year!  Setting dates and 
writing grants for this year’s As We Are Art Award, organising a 
small art exhibition at the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, running 
art workshops for children ... there doesn’t seem to be an end in 
sight!

This month’s newsletter is jam-packed with updates on all of the 
above, as well as some great wins and projects As We Are artists 
have been involved in, including Rebecca Johnston and Candice 
Raphael’s involvement in The Sketchbook Project, the Artists by 
the River art program, and Nulsen’s new Garvey Park Art Studio.

Congratulations to artist Katrina Barber on the recent exhibition 
of her installation in the Drift sculptural walk in Mandurah (see 
article on page 5) as well as the upcoming exhibition of her 
artwork in Melbourne later this year.  We look forward to hearing 
about the exhibition and will keep you posted!  In the meantime 
you can check out her profile and artwork at her new website 
http://katrinabarber.wix.com/katrinabarber

As We Are is always on the lookout for art- and artist-related 
articles to include in our newsletter so if you have something you 
would like to share or perhaps know of, please get in contact!  
(See back page for contact details).  Happy creating, Susie

Image: Participating Artists of the Articulate exhibition (l-r): Janine, Amanda, Roslyn 
(front), Daniel, Diana (As We Are Patron), Tamar, John, Max (City of Nedlands Mayor), 

Tim and Greg (Photo: Susie Waller)
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A R T I C U L A T E:
As We Are Artists Express Through Art

Last year while attending a 
professional development 
course at Art on the Move, 
I had the good fortune of 
meeting fellow attendee Joanna 
Wakefield, the Curator of the 
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 
Art Gallery.  Joanna suggested 
that As We Are could hold an 
exhibition at the hospital gallery 
and I was quick to say yes we’d 
love to!  It wasn’t long before 
we booked in exhibition dates 
for 2014 and preparation was 
underway!

Given the space of the gallery, 
twenty two-dimensional artists 
were invited to participate in 
the exhibition, this included 
previous entrants and award 
winners of the annual As We 
Are Art Award.  Participating 
artists included:

Katrina Barber, Greg Barr, Roslyn 
Burns, Paul Caine, Mathew Clark, 
Clive Collender, Janine Egan, Karen 
Forbes-Smith, David Guhl, Tim 
Maley, Daniel Marinovich, Brendan 
Morris, Delores Purdie, Candice 
Raphael, John Verjans, Amanda 
White, Catherine White, Chris White 
and Tamar Zuker.  

Visitors to the exhibition 
experienced works in a range 
of diverse media including 
acrylic, oil, ink, gouache and 
pastels, with artists taking 
inspiration from WA and 
Australian terrestrial and 
marine environments, iconic 
WA buildings, and family holiday 
trips.

The exhibition was opened 
by City of Nedlands Mayor 
Max Hipkins, with As We Are 
Patron, Diana Warnock and 
art enthusiast, the Master of 
Ceremonies. 

The exhibition was open for a 
six week period from 10 March 
until the 20 April.  As We Are 
received so much positive 
feedback from visitors; many 
commented on how much 
they loved the works and how 
inspiring and beautiful they 
were. 

A catalogue accompanied the 
exhibition, featuring an image 
and details of all artworks, 
including a short description 
from the artist.  For those 
who were unable to visit the 
exhibition, the catalogue can be 
viewed and downloaded from 
the As We Are website: www.
asweare.com.au   

15 of the 20 artworks 
exhibited were sold - 11 on the 
opening night - which is great 
news for the artists!  A big 
congratulations to all!

 * * *

As We Are would like to extend 
a very big THANK YOU to 
Joanna Wakefield and the Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital for 
this exhibition opportunity.  We 
look forward to partnering with 
you in the future!

(Photos: Danica Wieman)

Image: Artist Amanda White and her 
artwork ‘Prince and Princess in Rainbow 

Flowers Dancing’

Image: Artist Mathew Clark and his art-
work ‘Prehistoric Uluru’

Image: Artist David Guhl and his artwork 
‘Landscape 14’

Image: Artist Candice Raphael and her 
artwork ‘Great Barrier Reef’
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Images courtesy of the Artists by the River 
program

Artists by the River 
By Susie Waller,

As We Are Coordinator
I recently had the great 
pleasure of attending the 
opening night of the ‘Artists 
by the River’ exhibition, along 
with more than 150 others, 
on the 8th April at the Atwell 
Arts Centre.  With limited 
knowledge of the program prior 
to attending, I was pleasantly 
surprised at the objectives of 
the program and quality of the 
artwork created.

Artists by the River is a 20-
week art program coordinated 
by the Fairholme Disability 
Support Group and has been 
running for six years at the 
Atwell Arts Centre in Alfred 
Cove.  Each year, the program 
comprises a series of weekly 
two-hour art workshops aimed 
at engaging people who have 
a moderate to severe disability 
(as well as their supporters) 
in a range of visual art media 
including pencils, crayons, 
paint, pottery and mosaics.  
Each year there is a new theme, 
with this year’s being ‘Identity 
& Location’.  Other key aims 
of the program are to improve 
the artists’ social wellbeing as 
well as their relationships with 
others.

Each week participants learn a 
new art skill, work on different 
art projects as well as attend 

different field trips, two of 
which were to Wireless Hill and 
South Beach in Fremantle.

To celebrate the end of the 
program and the artistic 
achievements of the 
participating artists, an 
exhibition was held at the Atwell 
Gallery -this was the opening 
I attended.  And I have to say 
the gallery was chockablock 
with artwork!  There were 
painted self-portraits, glazed 
clay tiles with leaf and nature 
reliefs, drawings, collaborative 
paintings, and each artist 
also had on exhibit a diorama 
displaying a photographic 
portrait of themselves and an 
artistic representation of some 
of their favourite things.  A 
video also played showing a 
week-by-week overview of art 
techniques, projects and field 
trips undertaken throughout 
the program.  Each artist had a 
journal which they shared with 
attendees at the opening night, 
and their art portfolios were 
also on view in one of the studio 
rooms.  How productive these 
artists have been!

On the opening night each of 
the artists were awarded with 
a certificate of participation 

by their  art mentors: Donna 
Price, Alison Brokenshire and 
Annie Mexted.  The exhibition 
was officially opened by Dr. Ron 
Chalmers, Director General, 
Disability Services Commission. 
Some of the names and faces 
of the participating artists 
I recognised as previous As 
We Are Art Award entrants, 
including Lisa Coles, Russell 
Fewster and Stephen 
Langlands.  We certainly look 
forward to some of the other 
artists entering the award this 
year!

Congratulations to all who 
contribute to the fantastic 
Artists by the River program 
and to all of the participating 
artists on a beautiful and 
diverse collection of artwork!

The Fairholme Disability 
Support Group will be calling 
for expressions of interest 
from interested artists with 
moderate to severe disabilities 
this June, to participate in their 
next program, which will run 
from October 2014 to April 
2015.  As We Are will be sure to 
keep you posted, however in the 
meantime for more information 
on the program please visit:
https://fairholmedsg.com/
projects/artists-by-the-river/
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A New Art Studio
By Patti Ferber, Cultural & Creative Development Manager, 

Nulsen Association
Nulsen Association has 
been successful in securing 
a 12-month lease for the 
Garvey Park Art Studio in 
the City of Belmont.  This is 
very exciting news and is the 
first time that artists living 
within the Nulsen community 
can experience what it is 
like to have their own studio 
space for their art practice 
and to share with others. 

There are three studio 
spaces, one of which is 
being used by Louise Lodge, 
a professional artist and 
teacher, who is looking 
forward to being part of our 
events and open days.

We start this term by 
using the studio as one 
of the four spaces for the 
Creative Connections ‘Step 
Up’ Project.  This project 
includes artists from four 
organisations - Bethanie 
Care, Disability Services 
Commission, The Cerebral 
Palsey Association and 
Nulsen Association - working 
with professional artists 
from the wider community to 
gain experience in various 
art forms.

We will also be moving two 
workshops from another 
community space during 
the term so artists are able 
to focus on their work in a 

dedicated art space.

Other uses for the studios 
will include one-on-one time,  
art mentoring, casual art/
craft groups, open days and 
taking part in festivals in 
the park including the Avon 
Descent Festival and the 
annual Autumn Festival in 
2015.
 
The park itself is beautiful, 
peaceful and inspiring.  You 
can see the Swan River from 
the wide verandah through 
some massive eucalypts, and 
listen to the many birds.  And 
if you are there between 
Saturday and Tuesday, slip 
over to the Ascot Riverside 
Kiosk to enjoy a cuppa or 
meal and view the river from 
a different perspective.

If you are interested in using 
the studio space please 
contact Patti on 0434 334 
367.  And please come and 
visit us at our upcoming 
Studio Open Day:
Time/date:  12 - 3pm, Friday 
23rd May 
Address: Garvey Park Art 
Studio, Fauntleroy Avenue, 
Ascot

We’d love to see you there!  
Plus you’ll see why we are so 
excited!

(Photos: Susie Waller)
Image: The view of Garvey Park from the 

balcony, can you see the Swan River in the 
distance?

Image: Garvey Park Art Studio

Image: One of the three art studios

Image: Access ramp to the studio; the 
studio is surrounded by big trees



Candice Crossing Paths:
Activ’s ‘Abstract Art Award’ Winner

In March I had the pleasure of attending the 
opening night of the ‘Activ Artspace’ exhibition 
at the Activ head office in Wembley.  I recognised 
a number of the participating artists and their 
distinct artistic styles, many being previous 
entrants of the annual As We Are Art Award: 
Shelley Dixon, Brendan Kelly, Trevor Wilson, 
Robert Biocich and Candice Raphael.  

The biggest of congratulations to Candice 
who won the ‘Abstract Art Award’ for 
her artwork ‘Crossing Paths,’ a striking 
two-piece gouache and ink work on 
canvas; ‘a work that utilised composition, 
colour and texture to evoke a response’.

Image: Candice with her award and winning artwork, 
pictured with her proud father Christopher Raphael 

(Photo: Evelyn Lim)
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Warnbro Artist Katrina Barber 
recently exhibited her artwork, 
‘Balls of Light’ as part of 
the ‘Drift’ sculptural walk in 
Mandurah.  The walk was part 
of Mandurah’s annual Stretch 
Arts Festival.

‘Balls of Light’ emerged out 
of Katrina’s time as artist-
in-residence at Gallery 
Central and PICA where she 
experimented with properties 
of light within her work.  The 
artwork is made from copper 
wire, beads and LED throwies.  
The work is transient and 
changes over time as the LED 
lights expire at different times, 
some lasting for days, some for 
weeks and some for months.  

Katrina’s artwork was located 
in the hanging space above the 
walkway behind the Ac-Cent 
building. Katrina was one of 15 
high calibre artists to exhibit 
artwork in the sculptural walk.

Katrina’s Illuminating Installation
By Julianne Ryan and Susie Waller 

Images: Katrina’s ‘Balls of Light’ installation (Photos: Julianne Ryan)
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Artists’ Candice Raphael 
and Rebecca Johnston - 
both part of Rockingham’s 
art group, The Art Room: 
An Artists’ Collective - 
recently participated in the 
international art initiative: 
‘The Sketchbook Project’.    
The Sketchbook Project 
invites artists from around 
the world to fill a sketchbook 
with their own artwork.  
Sketchbooks are 5 inches 
wide and 7 inches high, 
bound with wire staples, 
folded with 32 pages of white 
paper and secured with 
chipboard covers.  

Once completed and 
submitted, the sketchbooks 
are exhibited in art galleries 
and museums throughout 
North America. After the 
exhibition tour, sketchbooks 
are kept in the Brooklyn Art 
Library in New York and 
are also digitally uploaded 
to their online library. To 
date the Library contains 
more than 30,000 artists’ 
sketchbooks from more than 
135 countries around the 
world!

Rebecca’s sketchbook, titled 
‘Becca’s Dogs,’ features 

Candice and Rebecca 
Sketching Their Way 

To New York and Beyond 

a series of drawings of 
dogs: dogs talking, walking 
together in the park, playing 
follow the leader, and 
having fun in the sun. Her 
sketchbook also features her 
famous dog Pip’s adventures 
to Sydney, including being on 
the plane, splashing in the 
hotel pool and spa, eating at 
a Chinese restaurant, riding 
on the ferry, and visiting 
famous Sydney sites such as 
Luna Park.

Candice’s sketchbook, ‘What 
Art Means to Me,’ is a 
beautiful collection of mixed-
media drawings, featuring 
many beautiful, diverse 
and colourful patterns. At 
the beginning of her book, 
Candice writes how she loves 
art, how art has brought joy 
to her life, and how she has 
made many friends in her 
weekly Rockingham art class.

If you would like to view 
Candice’s and Rebecca’s 
sketchbooks, learn more 
about The Sketchbook 
Project, or be part of the 
world’s largest collection of 
artists’ sketchbooks please 
visit: 
www.sketchbookproject.com

Images: Artwork entries from Candice’s 
sketchbook

(Photos: Julianne Ryan)
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As We Are’s Children’s Art Workshops

Image: Rowan’s work using masking 
tape then painting with black and red 

watercolour paint

Image: Rowan’s splattering of red 
watercolour paint with a spray bottle and 

paintbrush

Image: Rowan’s drawing of a fire-
breathing dragon, watercolour and 

charcoal

Images (above and below): Beth’s 3D 
koala bears, oil crayon and watercolours

Image: Max’s handprints with finger- and 
brush-painted dots, watercolour

Image: Max’s 3D platypus, oil crayon and 
watercolour

Image: Max’s piece created using oil 
crayon with a watercolour wash on top

In the April school holidays 
As We Are ran two art 
workshops for children aged 
between 6 and 12 years, 
both facilitated by Susie 
Waller.  At the workshops 
the children learnt a range 
of watercolour techniques 
including: painting 
solid washes, dripping 
watercolour, using masking 
tape to blank out areas, 
spraying watercolour in a 
spray bottle, splattering 
watercolour on wet and 
dry paper and creating 
watercolour washes over 
oil crayons.  Using their 
newly learnt watercolour 
techniques, and large 
stencils, the children created 
three-dimensional Australian 
animals.

We had heaps of fun and 
think the resulting works are 
pretty great, we hope you 
like them too!  

As We Are hopes to run 
another series of children’s 
art workshops in the July 
school holidays, so watch 
this space!



Upcoming Art Awards and Opportunities
City of Belmont 2014 Art & Photographic Awards - 21 July - 2 August 2014

$14,000 in Prizes.  Award categories include Open Art, Aboriginal Art, Photography, Youth 
Art & Photography.  To download an entry form please visit www.belmont.wa.gov.au

Entries close 19 June 2014. Free Fremantle drop off and pick up a the Artist’s Chronicle.
Enquiries: 9477 7409 or nelson.desousa@belmont.wa.gov.au

Perth Royal Show - 2014 WA Art Awards
Exhibit your artwork at this year’s Perth Royal Show!  Cash prizes totalling $17,500!  

Entries close 18 July 2014.  For more details please email art@perthroyalshow.com.au or 
call 08 6263 3142

WA Art Awards Calender - Artist’s Chronicle
The Artist’s Chronicle has a calendar of upcoming art awards in Western Australia listed 
on their website: www.artistschronicle.com/wa-art-awards-calendar/  This is regularly 

updated so is a good place to regularly visit if you are interested in entering local art 
awards and gaining more exposure of your art.

Susie Waller Coordinator
M 0410 373 854
E coordinator@asweare.com.au

Contact Us
Kate Leslie As We Are Children
M 0428 429 546
E children@asweare.com.au

www.asweare.com.au
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Hard to believe how fast this 
year’s As We Are Art Award 
is approaching!  But plan we 
must!  Below are key dates for 
entering the Award and the 
exhibition, so please be sure to 
put them in your diaries now!  
The 2014 exhibition will be held 
again in the prestigious foyer of 
the Central Park Building.   

Entries open - Early August 

Entry form deadline- 5pm, 
Friday 3rd October

Delivery of artworks - 10am 
- 12pm, Monday 27th October, 
Victoria Park Centre for the 
Arts, 12 Kent Street, East 
Victoria Park

Exhibition Opening and Award 
Presentation Evening - 6 - 
8pm, Saturday 1st November, 
Central Park Building Foyer 
(152-158 St Georges Terrace, 
Perth)

Exhibition open- Sunday 2nd 
November to Friday 14th 
November (Monday - Saturday, 
10am - 4pm; Sundays 11am 
- 3pm), Central Park Building 
Foyer (152-158 St Georges 
Terrace, Perth)

Collection of unsold and 
purchased artworks - 4 - 6pm 
Friday 14th November, Central 
Park Building Foyer (152-158 
St Georges Terrace, Perth)

Image: 2013 As We Are Art Award entry: 
Jackie Anderson, ‘Butterflies,’ clay on 

wood, 13 x 48 cm
(Photo: Scott Collins)
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