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What.  A.  Year!
As I reflect on the activities of 2013, I can’t believe what a year 
it has been!  We started early, sourcing funding for the Award in 
February, the Forum in June, the ASID logo design competition in 
September, the series of Children’s art workshops in the July and 
October school holidays and most recently our principal event, 
the Act Belong Commit 2013 As We Are Art Award in November!  

As the year comes to a close it is time to reflect on these activi-
ties, rest and plan for next year. So that is what you will find in 
this month’s newsletter!  First is a commentary and reflection on 
the Award from myself and the organising team. Then you will be 
able to enjoy images of winning art works including the Judges’ 
High Commendations. And in the spirit of feedback and renewal, 
see page 8 where we have put a call out for YOUR feedback!

Lastly I would like to thank our many sponsors in 2013 - see 
logos below - we look forward to having them, as per the ASID 
conference theme, “All Aboard” in 2014!  Special shout outs to 
Nulsen, Mosaic Community Care, and Firstnature for their par-
ticular support!

Wishing each and everyone of you a very special Christmas with 
your loved ones and I look forward to seeing you all again in 2014 
with renewed vigour! Susie xo

Image: Visitors at the opening night of the 
2013 As We Are Art Award
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Commentary and Reflection on the 
2013 Award & Exhibition

By Susie Waller,
As We Are Coordinator

Each year the organisers 
of the As We Are Art Award 
exhibition get together af-
ter the event to reflect on 
how the event went and to 
come up with ideas to im-
prove it for next year. Here 
the Coordinator shares 
their insights ...

2013 has been our biggest 
year to date! The number of 
arists entering the award was 
up from 91 into 2012 to 103 
in 2013, a number of whom 
entered for the first time. The 
number of entries also in-
creased from 142 last year to 
159.  Next year we’ll be sure to 
order in more display boards in 
case there is another surge!

Of the 159 works entered 64 
were sold - an equivalent of 
40% of works - raising more 
that $10,000 in sales!! This is 
pretty much on a par with last 
year’s sales, however in 2012  
60% of works were sold.  While 
the number of works sold was 
less this year, they were sold 
for higher amounts, which is 
great news for the artists who 
sold works. Approximately two 
thirds of works were sold on 
the opening night and the fur-
ther third sold during the two-
week opening period, including 
right up to 4pm on the closing 
day!  

There were 4 Aboriginal & Tor-
res Straight Islander entrants, 
and 8 regional entrants.  Next 
year we hope to promote the 
award to these two groups and 
investigate and implement ways 
to support these groups enter-
ing.  One of the big issues for 
regional entrants is the diffi-
culty in delivering and collecting 
artworks to and from Perth.

Image: Curator Louise Lodge and 
helper Adam Ismail discussing location 

of art works

On this note, the delivery of 
artworks to Perth City Farm 
went relatively smoothly. The 
majority of entry forms were 
filled in correctly, saving me 
a lot of time running around 
chasing details - and works 
were delivered during the 
designated period.  One issue 
we did face however was that 
a large number of 2D artworks 
required hanging. Many were 
either completely missing the 
hanging arrangements on the 
back of the work or the hanging 
arrangement was inappropriate 
(i.e. cord too thin, flimsy sta-
ples used to fasten cord etc). 

Two members of our team spent 
more than 6 hours re/hanging 
these artworks, replacing cord 
and adhering d-rings, on the 
delivery day, with some extra 
rehanging needed when setting 
up the exhibition. This is both 
time consuming and costly to 
As We Are. To help alleviate this 
issue in 2014, we are hoping 
to run a workshop that demon-
strates how to frame and hang 
works appropriately and we 
also hope to prepare a number 
of hanging packs for purchase.  
When works are hung incor-
rectly, there is a high risk that 
they will fall from the display 
boards and be damaged. When 
artists have gone to so much 
effort creating their beautiful 
works, this is easily avoided!  

Setting up the exhibition is 
always high pressure!  We have 
less than 10 hours to place and 
hang all of the 150+ works!  But 
this year we had a heap of fun! 
The Curator, Louise Lodge did 
a great job leading the team of 
8 in efficiently and effectively 
setting up the exhibition.  And 
we were very grateful for Patti 
Ferber who brought in a couple 
of picnic hampers to keep our 
hard-earned hunger in check! 

Some of the oversized works 
presented unique challenges 
this year - some were too big 
for the display boards and some 
were difficult to locate due to 

Image (right): Lenny Collard playing his didgeridoo to lucky visitor (Scott Collins)



As We Are Newsletter December 2013

Page 3 

risk of being damaged. For this 
reason we will be much more 
vigilant next year and will not 
accept works over the specified 
dimensions: 1 x 1 metre for 2D 
works and 0.5m3 for 3D works 
dimension.  So be prepared!

We received many positive com-
ments about the Central Park 
Building venue again this year 
from artists and visitors alike.  
We are happy to hear this and 
have booked the same venue 
again for November 2014.  The 
timing next year also coincides 
with the ASID Conference, so 
we can expect to see more than 
400 extra visitors next year, 
and hopefully even more sales!

The exhibition opening night 
was lively and enjoyable!  It was 
great to see many familiar faces 
as well as many new faces! The 
evening was MC’d by the so-
licitous Steve Hammond. Lenny 
Collard provided the Welcome to 
Country, sharing Aboriginal his-
tory of the moodjar (WA Christ-
mas tree) and Derbal Yerrigan 
(Swan River). He also invited 
a volunteer to have a go on his 
didgeridoo; and that brave soul 
was Salvatore Furfaro who 
put in a valiant effort!  Len also 
passed on a message stick to 
As We Are which Susie gladly 
accepted on behalf of all par-
ticipating artists and partners. 

Image: Message Stick given to As We 
Are by Nyungar Elder Lenny Collard

Fred Chaney AO provided a 
thought-provoking address and 
officially opened the exhibition. 
He congratulated artists on 
their excellent creative works 
and thanked them for sharing 
them with the WA community.  
Fred was also lucky enough to 
purchase Rebecca Johnston’s 
‘Red Dog’ before any other buy-
ers had the chance!

We missed our regular judge, 
Artist David Guhl this year, and 
I believe our three judges had 
a hard time without him! Nalda 
Searles, Janine MacAullay Bott 
and Rory Pax Daton had the 
unenviable task of selecting 5 
winning entries and commend-
ing a further 10.  Well I can 
tell you it was a very difficult 
decision, with winners only 
confirmed just before the open-
ing night proceedings!  How is 
that for excitement!  And how 
lovely was it to hear from each 
of the judges about why they 
chose the winning artworks 
and to see the winners receive 
their awards and certificates!  
Each year I invite new judges 
to participate, each bringing 
their own unique art experience 
and interpretation, keeping the 
awards fresh and independent!

This year we also had less 3D 
entries.  This I believe was a 
result of an emphasis away 
from the entry of craft items to 
art pieces.  While a difficult line 
to draw sometimes, As We Are 
will continue to discourage the 
entry of craft in 2014.

Image: Artist Delores Purdie surrounded 
by friends on opening night (Scott Collins)

Each year As We Are likes to 
showcase local musicians on 
the opening night, in particu-
lar artists associated with the 
Award. This year we had the 
pleasure of hearing spontane-
ous and experimental music 
from musicians: Bruce, Shane, 
Sam, Greg, Adam & Gary.

Image: Greg Barr receiving his Award 
from Heath Flanagan and Fred Chaney

(Scott Collins)

Packing down the exhibition is 
also a lot of work - lucky I had 
six helpers! One of the big is-
sues of packing the exhibition 
down is the difficulty of peo-
ple being unable to collect the 
artworks during the allocated 
4-6pm timeslot and conse-
quently uncollected artworks - 
I think I counted 35 works that 
came back with me to my house!    
We realise this is an issue and 
hope to give it further consid-
eration on ways to improve this 
in 2014.  Perhaps you have 
some suggestions?

Lastly I would like to extend a 
big thankyou to our many vol-
unteers from the Homebuyers 
Centre and Nulsen who staffed 
the exhibition and those who 
helped setup & pack down the 
exhibition, as well as help out 
on the opening night.  There 
are too many names to list here 
but you know who you are, 
thankyou, thankyou, thankyou!
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While all of our 103 entrants are winners in As We Are’s eyes - putting in their time and 
energy to create such inspiring artworks - it is an art competition and as such there are a 

number of artworks that are selected by our judging panel for their artistic excellence. 

In 2013, we had six award winners and a further ten artists who received the 
Judge’s High Commendation.  Just in case you missed seeing them at the ex-
hibition or would love to view them again, here they are for your enjoyment ... 

Rosalind Lewis Award
Tammy Zuker, ‘Embroidery 
Roses,’ french knitting and 

embroidery

Stephen Delower Memorial 
3-Dimensional Award

Robert Herron, ‘Ceramic 
Plate,’ ceramic decorated 

plate (right)

Aurenda Art Award
Roslyn Burns, ‘Spring is 

Coming,’ acrylic on canvas

Nulsen Reconciliation Action 
Plan Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander Award

Greg Barr, ‘Lizards,’ acrylic 
and chalk pastel on canvas

Betta Curtains People’s 
Choice Award

Amanda White, ‘Woodarchie 
Dancing Totems,’ timber 

poles and textures (below) 

David Guhl Award for 
Artistic Excellence

Robbie Biocich, ‘The Red 
Sea,’ felt tip drawing
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Judges’ High Commendation

Mathew Clark, ‘Up Up and 
Away,’ acrylic on canvas

Janine Egan, ‘Island of 
Flowers,’ acrylic on canvas

Warren Wells, ‘The Three 
Musketeers,’ photograph

John Larcombe, ‘A Mango 
Tree, Sydney,’ acrylic on 

canvas

Daniel Marinovich, ‘Frogs 
Jumped on the Lily Pads,’ 

acrylic on canvas

Rebecca Johnston, ‘Red 
Dog,’ ceramic

Adam MacKenzie, ‘Tsunami,’ 
charcoal on paper

Jonathan Flower, ‘Tree of 
Life,’ (detail) leadlight 

sculpture
Tim Maley, ‘Tree Rat,’ 
watercolour pencils

Trevor Wilson, ‘My Friend’s a 
Monkey,’ photograph
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You might recall in the last 
newsletter we announced the 
winner of the Australasian So-
ciety for Intellectual Disability 
(ASID) Logo Design Competi-
tion: John Verjans. 
 
Well John’s winning design 
(above right) was sent off to 
a designer to be turned into a 
final logo design.  We thought 
you’d love to see the trans-
formation of John’s stunning 
artwork into the logo which will 
be used for all conference pro-
motional material. (See image 
below)

The 2014 ASID Conference 
Committee hopes to display all 
of the competition entries at 
the Conference in Fremantle 
next year.  We’ll keep you post-
ed!

2014 ASID 
Conference 

Logo Revealed

Image top: John Verjan’s winning entry
Image bottom: Final ASID conference logo



Susie Waller Coordinator
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Contact Us
Kate Leslie As We Are Children
M 0414 754 521
E children@asweare.com.au

www.asweare.com.au

Upcoming Art Exhibitions and Opportunities
Connecting Communities Kalamunda Exhibition - 4 to 15 December 2013

An  art exhibition featuring the works of artists who have an intellectual disability and community 
artists, and celebrating International Day of People with Disability and Disability Awareness Week.

Zig Zag Cultural Centre, 50 Railway Road, Kalamunda
Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm

Saturday to Sunday 10am -  4pm

Australia Council for the Arts Announces New Funding Program for Artists with Disability
On the 3rd December the Australia Council for the Arts announced the allocation of $300,000 for 
a funding program for artists with disability to create, develop, present, produce, exhibit and tour 

their work.  The pilot funding program is expected to be launched in the first half of 2014.  
Individuals and groups will be eligible to apply for grants of up to $10,000 for development and 

$20,000 for arts projects.  They have also renewed and increased Arts Access Australia’s funding 
for the next three years.

As We Are will keep you posted on these exciting funding opportunities.

As We Are is Looking for Your Feedback!
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Are you an artist who entered 
this years Act Belong Commit 
As We Are Art Award?  

Are you an artsworker or sup-
porter of an artist who entered 
the art award?  A friend or 
family member?

Or perhaps you attended the 
opening night or visited the ex-
hibition recently?  

Well As We Are would love to 
hear from you!  We’d love to 
know what you liked or didn’t 
like, or perhaps you have some 
ideas or suggestions for next 
year?   As We Are is committed 
to delivering the best award 
and exhibition possible, and we 
need your feedback to do so!

Or perhaps you have some sug-
gestions about our other initia-
tives, including our newsletter, 
our website - www.asweare.
com.au - and/or our forums.  
We would love to receive your 
feedback on these too!

Please forward all feedback to 
Susie via one of the following - 
- Email: coordinator@asweare.
com.au
- Post: PO Box 1135 Fremantle 
WA 6959
- Phone: 0410 373 854, or
- Comment on facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/As-
WeAreArtistsWhoHaveAnIntel-
lectualDisability 

We sincerely look forward to 
hearing from you!

Above: Kate Leslie and Adam Ismail 
hanging art works

Below: Kathy Rouse placing works


