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Calling All Artists!
As We Are is very excited to announce the call out for entries to 
the Act Belong Commit 2013 As We Are Art Award. You should 
have received your Entry Form & Conditions of Entry in the post 
last month. This year is set to be another big year and we wonder 
what new records we’ll set in 2013! More entries? Bigger sales? 
Record number of visitors? We can’t wait to find out!

You may have noted our slightly updated logo - many thanks to 
Steve and Genevieve at Firstnature Design for putting in their 
time, effort and creative skills -and new-look newsletter design!  
And a big welcome to our new sponsors: Healthway who are pro-
moting the Act Belong Commit message, Peedac, International Art 
Services and Barrett Displays.

There are a number of outstanding art exhibitions currently on 
and coming up - see page 8. If you haven’t already been, I highly 
recommend the Here&Now13 exhibition at the Lawrence Wilson 
Art Gallery, whereby a number of previous As We Are artists have 
their work on show.  I am sure you will be as inspired as I was! 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter edition, including articles on As 
We Are’s recent Forum and Children’s’ Art Workshops, which 
were supported by Artist Julian Poon, the focus of this month’s 
Artist Profile, plus the announcement of the winning ASID Logo 
Design Competition entries.  Happy reading, Susie

Image: Assessment panel with winning entries 
of the ASID logo design competition



I recently had the pleasure of 
attending As We Are’s latest 
Disability and the Arts Forum 
on Monday 24th June at Perth 
City Farm, and I thought this 
was the most valuable forum 
so far for artists who have an 
intellectual disability as well as 
the most representative.

Thinking back on the history 
of As We Are’s forums, it has 
been an interesting journey and 
one which, I think, has evolved 
nicely along the way.

The first forum was part real 
time video launch of the 3 
Dave’s exhibition story—a very 
shared experience of how 3 
artists with very different chal-
lenges and artistic expression 
approached their own work 
and that of the other two art-
ists—an opportunity which was 
offered to Nulsen by maker of 
the film, Kero O’Shea.  Debbie 
King from Nulsen organised this 
event with invitations going out 
to Disability Services Commis-
sion and Department of Culture 
and the Arts’ (DCA) managers, 
as well as friends, art workers 
and other not-for-profit organi-
sations.    The film was shown, 
Jenny Guhl spoke on behalf of 
artist Dave Guhl and I gave a 
brief history of Nulsen’s Crea-
tive Development.  
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This was when we discovered 
how little was known about the 
National Arts and Disability 
Strategy (NADS) and how iso-
lated many small art and dis-
ability groups are in community.

The second forum saw Gordon 
Trewern (Nulsen CEO) provide 
attendees with an update of the 
NADS as it related to Western 
Australia, Dave Guhl talk about 
his experience of being part of 
the Arts Ambassador Program 
and Susie Waller (As We Are 
Coordinator) provide an over-
view of As We Are and the an-
nual art award and exhibition.  
The Rockingham Community Art 
Room also featured in the sec-
ond forum.  It was in this sec-
ond forum where the notion of 
ongoing Disability and the Arts 
forums was cemented, and the 
need for ongoing conversations 
recognised, and commitment 
made to continue with them.

“IT WAS IN THIS SECOND FORUM 
WHERE THE NOTION OF ONGO-
ING DISABILITY AND THE ARTS 

FORUMS WAS CEMENTED, AND THE 
NEED FOR ONGOING CONVERSA-
TIONS RECOGNISED, AND COM-

MITMENT MADE TO CONTINUE WITH 
THEM.”

In 2012 Pat Rix, CEO/Artistic 
Director of Tutti Arts in South 
Australia accepted the invi-
tation to come to Perth and 
speak at the next forum with 
the strong suggestion that she 
bring an artist with a disability 
over to speak alongside.  At the 
forum we heard from Pat and 
her colleagues Patricia Wozniak 
and Artist James Kurtze in-
volved in Tutti.  Evelyn Lim, 
Coordinator of the Rockingham 
Community Art Room also spoke 
of building and the importance 
of a creative space.  Most of 
the Rockingham Community 
Art Room artists were at that 
forum—selling their creative 
work, providing morning tea as 
well as attending the forum—
the first time we had such a 
presence of artists who have a 
disability.

And now this latest forum in 
June had the largest number 
of artists with a disability up 
to now!  The latest forum very 
much focused on the creative 
practice of artists who have an 
intellectual disability, includ-
ing finding artistic inspiration, 
documenting and presenting 
work professionally, where to 
exhibit work, and successfully 
reproducing art work.  There 
was also a great panel session 
comprising a number of artists 
and art mentors who shared 

Reflections on the History of 
As We Are’s 

Disability and the Arts Forums
By Patti Ferber

Image left: Panel members discussing Art Partnerships at the As We Are Disability and 
the Arts Forum in June 2013



Children’s As We Are Art Workshops A Success!
By Kate Leslie
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the successes and challenges of 
their art partnerships.

The standouts for me from the 
latest forum were:

•The positive energy in the 
room, 
•The importance of artists be-
ing represented in their pres-
ence, the quality of that repre-
sentation and the impact these 
sessions had on the audience, 
•The presence of a small num-
ber of art managers and art 
workers from other organisa-
tions, including the DCA and 
DADAA and the very positive 
feedback we received from 
them, and
• The contribution Nulsen art-
ists made by producing the 
hand painted calico workshop 
bags and the CATA Group art-
ists’ art works displayed around 

the forum space.
Having reflected on the history 
and success of the forums to 
date, there are many questions 
and thoughts I have about their 
continuation:

• Are the forums cost-effective 
and sustainable?
• Should As We Are seek part-
nerships with other organisa-
tions to support the forums?  
Perhaps holding the forums in 
their localities? 

Having got to the point where 
over the past four years, the 
artists, their supporters and 
art workers are all recognised 
I think it is important to hold on 
to the ongoing recognition so 
all the voices are spoken and 
heard through As We Are’s Dis-
ability and the Arts Forums.

In the recent July school holi-
days As We Are piloted a series 
of four art workshops for chil-
dren aged 6 to 12 years who 
have an intellectual disability.   
The workshops were held at 
Perth City Farm and the Victo-
ria Park Centre for the Arts.

I facilitated the workshops with 
young Artist Julian Poon assist-
ing me.  Julian was a great role 
model for the children, provid-
ing much inspiration and skills 
development! 

The children learnt a range of 
exciting two-dimensional art 
techniques including painting, 
mark-making and drawing. 

They were a very talented 
group of young artists and 
some beautiful outcomes were 
created.  It was a fun and en-
joyable day for all!

Due to much interest, As We 
Are will be running a second 
series of children’s art work-
shops in the October school 
holidays.  Please see the arti-
cle on the next page for more 
information.

Above: Artist Kate Leslie sharing many  
creative ways to inspire one’s artistic 

practice

Above: Yael Harris (l) and Fiona Dickson 
(r) discussing the many and beautiful re-
productions of Aimee Dickson’s art work

Left: Two exploratory and colourful art 
works created by two children at the 

recent art workshops



Upcoming  
Children’s As We Are Art Workshops
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As We Are is running a sec-
ond series of art workshops 
for children aged 6 to 12 
years old who have an intel-
lectual disability.

The workshops will be ex-
perimental and exploring 
painting, drawing, colour 
and mark making.  We will be 
focusing on individual ex-
pression and any skill level is 
welcome. 

If kids have any cut outs 
from magazines or photos 
of images that they love  we 
encourage them to bring 
them along as they are great 
to use for inspiration or to 
draw upon when making 
their art work.

Artists Kate Leslie and 
Michele Ulrich will each run 
a day of the workshops.

The two sessions will be held 
at the Victoria Park Centre 
for the Arts, 12 Kent Street, 
East Victoria Park.  Details 
as follows:

Session 1: Ages 6 to 9
Date: Tuesday 8th October
Time: 1.00 to 3.00pm
Cost: $10

Session 2: Ages 9 to 12
Date: Wednesday 9th Octo-
ber
Time: 1.00 to 3.00pm
Cost: $10

As We Are encourages you to 
please pass on this informa-
tion to anyone that you think 
would be interested in at-
tending in your family, school, 
or local community.

For bookings or any queries 

please contact Kate Leslie via 
email at children@asweare.
com.au or mobile 0414 754 
521.

Flyers can be downloaded 
from the As We Are website: 
www.asweare.com.au 



ASID Logo Design 
Competition:

Winner 
Announced!!
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Recently As We Are partnered 
with the Australasian Soci-
ety for Intellectual Disability 
(ASID), inviting Western Aus-
tralian artists of all ages who 
have an intellectual disability to 
submit a logo design for their 
2014 ASID Conference in Fre-
mantle.

We were overwhelmed with 
entries - in excess of 60 were 
received!! The entries reflected 
the many dimension of the nau-
tical “All Aboard” theme: sailing 
boats, water, marine animals, 
lighthouses, people enjoying the 
sunshine and more!

I had the pleasure of assess-
ing the entries alongside Angus 
Buchanan (President ASID), 
Sue Peden (Conference Co-
Convenor), Ron Regan (Con-
ference Co-Convenor & CEO, 
Mosaic Community Care), Gor-
don Trewern (CEO, Nulsen), and 
Kate Leslie (As We Are Chil-
dren). (See image bottom left)

We assessed the entries ac-
cording to the theme, artistic 
creativity, as well as whether 
the design was simple, and able 
be scaled and reproduced eas-
ily.  What a fun but tough job we 
had!!   

The biggest of congratulations 
to artist John Verjans for his 
beautiful image of a sailing boat 
sailing past a lighthouse on the 
ocean!  In regards to his entry 

(above), John says, “ ‘All Aboard’ 
needs a boat, so I wanted to paint 
a boat at Fremantle.  I found pho-
tos of the lighthouse at South Mole 
and a sailing boat on the ocean.”  
John receives a cash prize of 
$500 and his winning entry will 
be used in the development of 
all conference materials.

We had such a hard time picking 
a winner we decided to select 
a runner up who will receive a 
cash prize of $250: Clive Col-
lender! (top left)  The assessing 
panel would also like to ac-
knowledge outstanding entries 
from Christina Mavros (left), 
Shelley Dixon (bottom left) and 
Ralph Hotz (below). The 2014 
ASID Conference Committee 
hopes to display all entries at 
the Conference in Fremantle 
next year.  As We Are We will 
keep you posted!



Artist Profile: Julian Poon
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Tell us a little bit about your-
self...
My name is Julian Poon. I was 
born in Singapore but came to 
live in Perth when I was three 
and half years old.
I am now 17 years old and I am 
a Year 11 student at John XXIII 
College.
I have a brother, Bryan, who is 
23 years old.
My favourite pastime is building 
Stars Wars Lego. I also like go-
ing to the movies.
I enjoy creating art and visit-
ing galleries, museums and 
churches.
When I draw, I like to listen 
to music by George Frideric 
Handel and Johann Sebastian 
Bach. I also listen to Christian 
music by Don Moen.

When and how did you first 
become interested in art?
I started drawing when I was 
about eight years old. Mum 
bought me an easel with a 
whiteboard on one side and a 
chalkboard on the other and I 
would draw jellyfish and other 
sea creatures.
When I was about 9 years old, I 
started having one-on-one art 
and craft lessons.

I became very interested in 
Ancient Egypt and was very 
attracted to Egyptian art. I 
began drawing Egyptian gods 
and animals that represent 
them.
My formal art lessons began 
in 2007 with my art teacher 
Heather Grauaug.

What mediums do you work 
with? Which is your favourite 
and why?
I have worked with acrylic 
paints on canvas, done some 
clay work but I prefer draw-
ing on canvases using black, 
silver and gold acrylic textas.
Sometimes I use a black or a 
red background. 
For my detailed drawings on 
paper, I use gold, silver and 
black fine-liner pens.
I like using textas and pens 
because I feel I have more 
control when I draw.

What inspires your art prac-
tice?
I enjoy drawing “Star Wars” 
characters and space ships, 
scenes from “Lord of the 
Rings”, Bible characters and 
stories, and churches.
I look at art books, and also 
research artists and their 
works to get ideas.
I have been inspired by a So-
ciety and Environment lesson 
about confrontation between 
the White settlers and the 
aboriginal people of Australia.
Another time, after working 
on a still life charcoal draw-
ing in art class, I created two 
abstract artworks based on 
it.

Above: Julian working on a black and 
white drawing, with a mixed media (oil 
pastel and gold and silver texta) draw-
ing of fireworks over the Sydney Opera 

House on a black background.

Above: “Paul the Apostle,” black texta on 
canvas (94cm x 124.5cm x 4cm)

Left: “Pharaoh and 
Horus,” black pen 

on canvas (29.8cm x 
20.8cm)
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Where do you create your art-
work?
I do most of my art at home.
Sometimes when I go out, I 
take my drawing pad with me so 
that I can draw when I feel like 
it.
I have worked on my art at 
studio spaces at Disability in 
the Arts, Disadvantage in the 
Arts Australia (DADAA), Cen-
tral TAFE and Perth Institute of 
Contemporary Art (PICA).

How would you describe your 
artistic style?
I am developing my artistic 
style.
I am influenced by artists Gus-
tav Klimt, Vincent van Gogh, 
Pablo Picasso and Joan Miro.
I also am inspired by religious 
art and the elaborate designs 
of churches.
My drawings are two-dimen-
sional and often have lots of 
patterning in them. I draw on 
large canvases but also do de-
tailed A4 size drawings.
I discuss what I would like to 
draw with Heather and we 
refer to art books or go on the 
Internet to get inspiration and 
ideas.
I don’t usually do working 
drawings. I just start drawing.
Often, I would stand back and 
look at my work and get feed-
back from Heather and Mum.
I have done a few abstract 
pieces, some religious drawings 
and am using more colour such 
as gold and silver on black or 
red backgrounds.
I am learning to do simple 
animation and experiment with 
painting on canvases.

What’s the best thing about be-
ing an artist?
The best thing is that I have the 
freedom to create my own art.

I look at the work of other art-
ists and learn and be inspired 
by them. I also get to learn 
about different art techniques 
and try them out.

What advice do you have for 
aspiring artists?
If you want to be an artist, you 
need to hold exhibitions.
When I started my formal art 
lessons, I asked Heather what 
artists did. She told me that 
they held exhibitions. I told her 
that I wanted to do that and so 
I held my first solo exhibition at 
my home when I was 11 years 
old.
I have held three solo art ex-
hibitions - in 2007, 2009 and 
2012.
You need to use good art ma-
terials such as artist quality 
paints and canvases.
Work at your art practice and 
keep practising.
Open your mind to new things. 
Learn new art techniques and 
take on new ideas even if you 
feel uncomfortable about them.
Look at the works of the art 
masters and draw inspiration 
from them.
Having a good art teacher who 
can guide and direct you is very 
important.
And, you need to immerse your-
self in the art world. Visit mu-
seums and art galleries to view 
the works of different artists 
who use a variety of media and 
techniques to create art.

 
 * * * 
Many thanks to Julian and May 
Poon for providing this article 
and the images included.

Above: “Jesus,” black texta on canvas (94 
cm x 124.5 cm x 4 cm)

Below: “Paul the Apostle,” black texta on 
canvas (94cm x 124.5cm x 4cm)
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Contact Us
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Upcoming Art Exhibitions and Opportunities
HERE&NOW13 Exhibition - 26 July to 28 September 2013

HERE&NOW13, presented as a part of the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery’s annual exhibition of 
emerging Western Australian Artists, for the first time brings together 11 of WA’s most outstanding 

Artists with a disability.  Artists include previous As We Are entrants David Guhl, Katrina Barber and 
Jane Ryan as well as young Artist Julian Poon.  

The exhibition is on display until 28 September at the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, University of 
Western Australia, 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley.

2013 Creative Connections Art and Poetry Exhibition
Artists with disabilities and WA poets working together.  

The exhibition will be held at two different locations:
Victoria Park Centre for the Arts, 10am - 4pm, 24 - 30 October

Official Opening 1 - 4pm, Launch 2 pm, 24 October at the Victoria Park Centre for the Arts
Belmont Forum Shopping Centre, trading hours, 31 October - 3 November

People Choice Awards Presentation, 1 - 3pm, Presentations, 2pm, 3 November at the
Belmont Forum Shopping Centre

Connecting Communities Kalamunda Exhibition
 The inaugural exhibition of community artists and artists who have an intellectual disability aims to 
celebrate International Day of People with a Disability and Disability Awareness Week. The exhibition 
will be held 10am - 4pm daily, 4 - 15 December at the Zig Zag Gallery, 50 Railway Road, Kalamunda.

Act Belong Commit 2013 As We Are Art Award 
Key Dates and Locations
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Entry forms due
5pm Friday 11th October 2013

Delivery of art work
10am - 12pm Monday 4th 
November 2013
Deliver to Perth City Farm, 1 
City Farm Place, East Perth

Exhibition opening and award 
presentation evening
6 - 8pm, Saturday 9th 
November 2013
Central Park Building Foyer, 
152 - 158 St Georges Terrace, 
Perth

Exhibition opening hours
Sunday 11th - Friday 22nd 
November 2013
Monday to Saturday: 10am - 
4pm
Sunday: 11am  - 3pm
Central Park Building Foyer, 
152-158 St Georges Terrace, 
Perth

Collection of sold (purchaser) 
and unsold (artist) art work
4-6pm, Friday 22nd November 
2013
Central Park Building Foyer, 
152-158 St Georges Terrace, 
Perth

Above: Liz Juraszek and As We Are Artist 
Delores Purdie admiring entries at the 

2012 As We Are Art Award


