
Hi everyone my name is David Giles. I have been an exhibiting artist since 
1994. I have exhibited through numerous galleries in Perth, Sydney, 
Melbourne, Singapore, Bali, Paris and New York. In WA I have exhibited 
through Elements Gallery, Gadfly Gallery, Code Red Gallery, Atwell Gallery, 
Moores Building Gallery, Victoria Park Center for the Arts and a few others 
that have now closed down. I have also exhibited through numerous art award 
exhibitions. From 2004 to 2010 I exhibited my work through my Studio at 
Heathcote Art Studios. In 2011 I established the David Giles Art Gallery in 
High Street in Fremantle. This was established to showcase my work and 
members of my private art school, the Freedom School.  
 
Firstly I have to say that being an exhibiting artist is not a get rich quick 
scheme. I have been at it relentlessly for twenty years and only just beginning 
to reap the rewards. I want to outline a few of the different options and 
pathways to being an exhibiting artist. Which pathways might suit you will 
depend on what your goals are and what opportunities come your way. There 
are basically 5 levels of exhibiting.  
 
The first level is putting work in local art competitions, fund raising exhibitions 
and exhibitions by organisations such as As We Are or DADDA. This is a 
good way to get started and can lead to other opportunities.  
 
The second level is artists managed spaces such as Tresillian Centre, Atwell 
Gallery, Moores Building Gallery where the artist hires the space. These are 
usually not so competitive to get into compared to commercial galleries but 
the artist has to organise the marketing of the exhibition, the opening night 
and also staff the exhibition while it is open. Again this is often the easiest way 
to get started and start building an exhibition history. Fees are for example 
$700 per week at Atwell and approximately $2,000 for a three-week show at 
Moores. This can be shared by having a group exhibition. No commission is 
normally payable at these galleries 
 
The third level is commercial galleries such as Elements, Gadfly, Turner 
Gallery, Linton and Kay. These are much more competitive to get into. Fees 
are something like $2,000 for a two-week show plus 40 or 50% commission. It 
took me many attempts to get into a commercial gallery. I have been 
exhibiting through Elements for about 8 years every year or every other year 
now. 
 
The fourth level is galleries such as Mundaring At Centre, Heathcote 
Museum, PICA and Fremantle Arts Centre. These often have no fees but are 
very competitive. They are basically museum galleries managed by state or 
local government agencies. Work is not always for sale.  
 
The fifth level is museum galleries such as the Art Gallery of WA, the 
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery. These show work by artists with very high level 
of artistic merit usually with extensive exhibition histories and proven record of 
success and or recognition.   
 
Other opportunities exist for exhibiting through cafes or restaurants. There is 



often no fee or commission in these cases but often not much in the way of 
sales. But it is still worth considering as a way of getting started.  
 
An increasing strategy of artists is to sell their work from their studios. For 
example Packenham St Art Space artists often have their studios open to the 
public as do artists from Heathcote Art Studios. There are several others.  
 
OK so that is a very basic run down of the sorts of exhibiting opportunities that 
are available. I have left plenty of time for questions as I think it might be more 
useful to you to use my time to answer any questions you might have. 


